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Mike Demastus

| have been having an ongoing debate with a geatfelnmet over Twitter about Scripture. He
is Roman Catholic and believes that "The Bible cameclare itself to be the inspired Word of
God. An outside authority must do it. That authoistthe Catholic Church." (That is a direct
quote from one of our online dialogues.)

| shared with him that even though he may saytti@aBible cannot declare itself to be the in-
spired Word of God, that is exactly what the Bitdees do. Ir2 Timothy 3:16Paul affirms that
all Scripture is inspired (literally "God-breath@dAnd Peter insisted i Peter 1:2the proph-
ets did not originate their own private predictionst wrote as "they were carried along by the
Holy Spirit."

You see, the fundamental difference between my RoGetholic friend and myself is this. |
believe that the Word of God is inspired, infaklildnd authoritative by itself. He believes the
Word of God is also inspired, infallible and autiketive only because the Roman Catholic
Church has said so.

My question would be this: Where does parental@itthcome from? Is there authority inher-
ent with simply being a parent or does an outsaece (like the

state) say you have the authority to be a pardhtf(tunately such

an idea isn't that far from reality.)
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A parent has authority as a parent because hesas shparent. Now
there are some cases where the state has stepaed declared a
person to be unfit to be a parent. But by and |gpgeental author-
ity is derived from the state of parenthood, antthe state.

Similarly, the Word of God, validated by signs amoinders and
miracles, can claim with no help from an outsiderse, that it is ELGRR Trovubler of Israel
divinely inspired. There have been occasions irptst where the
church stepped in and helped to determine if a lsbokild be in the canon or not based on his-
torical merit. But Scripture is inspired with obiethelp of the Catholic Church.

The Bible's authority, reliability, authenticity @éwalidity is in no need of support from a reli-
gious tradition that subverts the nature of thegags of the Gospel by telling men that they
can be saved by good works. The epitome of henesyy humble opinion, is to think that we
can do anything at all to add to the work of J&3hgst on the cross to atone for the sin of man-
kind.
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September Birthdays/Anniversaries September Events

5th Tanya Dobson Beginning September 12th we will start the two
7th Delanie Sutton service schedule: 1st service— 9 AM
9th Mary Rowedder Sunday School- 10AM

Tammy Yetter 2nd service— 11 AM
11th Bob Hildebrand 12th Board Meeting— 1 PM
13th Arlyn Hodson 14th Elders/Deacons Meeting— 6 PM

Tyler McCuddin JOY Ladies Meeting— 7 PM; at the church
16th LeAnn Peterson building
18th Hodson (anniversary) 19th Baby Shower for the Abels— Right after
24th Richard Ivis church

26th Ellwanger (anniversary)
27th Dobson (anniversary)
Miles Peterson
Russ Carter
30th Ginny Carter

Missions Ministry Update By MagE DeRuyscher

Transparencys the “in” word these days, meaning, letting peaphderstand how decisions are
made and how money is spent. While regular nevesledports are made of missions supported and
offerings given, it was decided thaansparencymight encourage more people to join the Missions
Ministry Team.

How are supported missions chos&aPne are missions supported since early in thgrega-
tion’s life: Deaf Missions, Mexican Mission Orgaation (formerly Calderon’s Mission in Mexico),
Central lowa Bible Camp, International Disaster Egeacy Service (IDES). As well as, some from
personal acquaintance and/or prior personal sufyyazhurch members: Blessed Hearts Interna-
tional (Dee and Wickley Dorce), Chaplaincy EndoreatfCommission, Borne Again Mexican Mis-
sion, Turkish World Outreach (formerly Friends afrkey), Thailand Christian Mission, and some
from visiting missionaries whose impassioned vidmmtheir work touched our hearts. Among
these are; Rapha House, Shiloh Christian ChildrRatsch, Jack and Grace in Iraq, and Christian
Holyland Foundation. If we have had NO contact veitimission for eighteen months or more, we
drop it to have more funds for the others.

How are the Missions of the Month Chosénit January Mission of the Month is decided upon in
the month of December prior February, March and &atster is designated for Rapha House. May
is designated as a Memorial Day tribute to veteeantsthose currently in our military, with the
Chaplaincy Endorsement Commission.

June is open... Possibly a visiting mission

July is open

August is open

September is the Shiloh Christian Children’s RanBhek to school help

October is IDES

November and December is the Christian Holy Landni@ation— In honor of His coming

If a mission has no “reserved month” how areNfigsions of the Month decided upomfle Mis-
sions Ministry reviews the latest reports or magext a visit from a mission representative.

How are the offerings a mission receives recl@mdessing Hearts International, CIBC, Deaf
Missions, and Mexican Missionary Organization eaateive 2.5% of total church receipts for the
month. If the mission is chosen for Mission of Menth an extra $75.00 is added to that offering.
Jack and Grace in Iraq and IDES each receive $0GDr@onth plus the $75.00 if they are chosen
for Mission of the Month. Borne Again Mexican Miss, Chaplaincy Endorsement Commission,
Christian Holyland Foundation, Rapha House, Sh@bhistian Children’s Ranch, Thailand Chris-
tian Mission and Turkish World Outreach receivecdiéring designated for them, plus $75.00 for
Mission of the Month. (Turkish World Outreach is@lsupported by the “stamps for Bibles project
and Gospel Letters sent overseas for 98 cents)each.

If you have a mission that is close to your haad you would like it to be considered we invite
you to bring it before the Missions Ministry. 16y would like to join us, most meetings are on the
first Tuesday of the month at 7:30 PM, at the DeRRtagr’'s home:

3514 SW 12 st.
Des Moines, IA 50315
We welcome your interest and input!
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Scripture Ramona Betty Jennie
Offering Meditation George Richard Brian
Communion
Meditation Ramona Kevin Matt
Server Jack Matt Floyd
Closing Prayer Richard Harold Dan
Stewardship George/Richard| Floyd/Dan Kevin/Harold
10 am Service
Only
Greeters Saylors Heutons Phillips Saylors
Scripture Harold Ramona Betty Jennie
Praise Team Mike's Team | Lonnie’ Team | Bob’s Team Mike/Band
Offering Meditation Jim Doren Mike Lonnie
Communion
Meditation Dan Nate Kyle Jim
Server Terry Ray Robby Roy
Closing Prayer Doren Lonnie Bob Kyle
Stewardship Harold/Nate Jim/Doren Terry/Kyle Lonnie/Luther
Nursery/Toddlers
11:00am Lelanie/Austin Bev Shannon/Jon Rachel
Jennifer/
Junior Church Cleo Julie/Jacob Charity Laura/Ross
Communion to Sick George Jim Kevin Luther
Communion Prep Jennie Jennie Jennie Jennie

Baptism of Chaz McCuddin

Chaz Robinson-McCuddin was baptized into Christ
Matt Morgan on Sunday,

August 22°. Chaz lives with his father John McCudc

at 509 24 Street, West Des Moines, |A 50265. Mal

sure you

encourage Chaz in his new walk with Christ!

Kelsey Hoodjer's Contact Information

Central Campus Box 375
812 University St
Pella, IA 50219

kelsey.hoodjer@central.edu




Youth Pastor News By Matt Morgan

Summer break has come to a close and | have tib say been a tough one.
I've personally gone through some things that hzaugsed me to question my
usefulness or worth as a person. | guess you cayldt was a stormy season,
but what can | learn from it? How can | use my eig@ees to grow and be a
better man...a godlier man?

As a Christian, we are not promised a smooth anl foee life. The
storm clouds will move over our city of life loolgrdark and ominous...Billowing with the prom-
ise of unloading rain, wind and even hail. A wisggon seeks refuge under the protective arms of
our Heavenly Father before the clouds open upwhat can we do when we get caught in the
rain?

To be honest, there’s not much we can do, buivgeind sometimes get completely
dumped on. The storms will come. It's a naturat pétife.
What I've learned is not to focus on the storm,ibstead
wait to see what the result will be once the stbas passed.
Things begin to grow. Dry and dirty plants and &lsrget a
good washing and are renewed by the water. Withaurt, we
would not know pleasure. Without the stoking ofaarfe, the
fire would quickly burn out. The storms of life axggood
thing because they produce fruit. What Satan irgdadevil,
God uses for good for those who are in Christ Jesus

If you're in a storm, hang in there. God has some-
thing special waiting for you on the other side.itfar Him.
Look for Him and thank Him when you realize He bésssed you.

Thanks for keeping up on the CIA and as alwaysikh@u or your prayers and let’'s remember to
live this life for God'’s glory.
Live life in Christ...

Thoughts from the Leadership By Nathan Shanks, Deacon

My thoughts, hmm, my thoughts, well lets see. Shinet _
inspirational ....... well, | got nothing. Seems likeegy time | "

get a grasp on something | am sorely reminded ktde |
really know. Especially about how to live my lif&¢/hen it
comes to my job or work in general no problemdmuthing
else concerning the things of God well there areesques-
tions. Is this right? Is this too much? Shouldy #as or do
that? To be honest, it's exhausting sometimes. Waat
naturally prone to do the things of God. It's haainetimes t
do what is right and much easier to do what is \grdnhseem
like when | first found God it was very clear thatas doing
the right thing, now | don’t hear Him as much. Tdezisions became more complicated, life
seemed to step in. | know God hasn’t changed sa'svthee problem? Every single time |
remember this verse and every single time thisshelp get re-centered on God. All | can say is
| wish | didn’t stumble and | wish | could just dmings right the first time but God knows us
and forgives us and because of that He is a greatvwrthy of all our praise and all our love.

Revelation 2:4-5

But | have this against you: you have forsaken youifirst love. Remember then
from what heights you have fallen. Repent and do #hthings you did at first or
else | will visit you and remove your lamp stand fom its place, unless you change
your mind and repent.



My Favorite Scripture $ %( )

Psalm 62:1-2 is one of
Marge and Oliver
DeRuyscher’s favorite
Scriptures because,
according to Oliver: God
has helped us through
hard times, He always
answers our prayers.
Marge shared: As we ge
older, we realize how
much we need God, eac
day is a gift. The Lord is
my rock and my
salvation.

Book Look By MargE DeRuyscher

To go along with the Missions Ministry column, sealesample files of missionary reports are
on the table for you to check out. Files on allthiesions Fort Des Moines Church of Christ
supports, plus other missions of possible inteaiestn the tall filing cabinet, second drawer, in
the library.



