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 Father’s Day… 
 
May is for Mother’s Day. June is for Father’s Day. I have no problem with May…but I have 
always wanted June to just go away. I don’t really know my natural father.  I use that distinc-
tion because that is all that he is to me…my natural father, my earthly father…he really has 
only been nothing more than a sperm donor. There have never been any calls or cards or well 
wishes. 
 
My father’s name is Alex Harvell Demastus. He lives in Virginia. The first conversation I had 
with him was in May of 2008. That, by the way, happened to be one of the scariest phone con-
versations I have ever had in my whole life. I told him back then that I felt God’s prompting me 
to call him and reconnect with him. I told him I wasn’t looking for an Oprah Winfrey-type re-
union. I just wanted to open the door to conversation and see where it leads. 
 
It has led to this. During the second week of June I will meet Alex Harvell Demastus face-to-
face for the first time in my adult life. I honestly don’t know what to think about this meeting. I 
am scared about it. I am fearful of it turning into something…stupid. I still believe I need to do 
this though. 
 
The very last verse of the Old Testament is a compelling verse: Malachi 4:6 
He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children, and the hearts 
of the children to their fathers; or else I will come and strike the land 
with a curse. (NIV) 
 
I think God has done this for me. He has turned my heart back to 
my natural father. I don’t know if he has done this for my father or 
not…but he has definitely done it to me. I remember years ago 
teaching through the ten commandments in the basement of our 
church. The night we dealt with the commandment of honoring your 
father and mother, I broke down as I taught the material. I have 
never struggled with the commandment to honor my mother. I 
might not have a perfect relationship with her, but I love her deeply. 
Honoring her is not hard. But my father? Are you kidding me? 
 
How do I extend honor to someone who has never been there? How 
do I honor a phantom in my life? Well, I will get the chance during 
the second week of June to honor my father. (Something that I have 
never done.) I need your prayers for this meeting. I know God is leading me in this. I am just 
scared to death to do it. 
 
So pray for me, will you? I might look like I have it all together most Sundays but I really 
don’t. I am still an awkward boy inside. A boy who never got the proper validation he needed 
from his father. I am not going to get that still…and I don’t need it anymore. But I am going to 
extend validation and honor to Alex. 
 
God has shown me that Alex gave me a great gift. He showed me how to be not just a father…
but a DAD to my two sons. Because Alex didn’t do that for me, I made sure to do that for my 
two sons. And that is a great gift. And I have two GREAT sons! I am a blessed man. 
 

Mike Demastus ����������
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June Birthdays/Anniversaries 
 
3rd      Sue Keller 
4th       Ross Hraha   
6th       Luther Abel 
            Jacob Demastus  
7th       Susan Luncsford 
10th     Elizabeth Eggers 
            Heutons (anniversary) 
12th     Fluhartys (anniversary) 
18th     Ben Hoodjer 
20th    Laura Hraha 
23rd    Merle McMichael 
30th    Hoodjers (anniversary) 
 
            
 

June Events 
 All Month:      Summer Worship Schedule:  
 9AM Sunday School 
 10AM Worship 
8th    Elders/Deacons Meeting 6:00 pm 
13th    Board Meeting 1:30 pm 
 

Missions Ministry Update                     By MargE DeRuyscher 

Book Look                                                                                                     By MargE DeRuyscher 

 We read or hear certain parts of the Bible many times 
over the years-and the thought behind the writing is: “In one ear, 
right out the other.” That is why it is a good idea to read different 
translations or paraphrases from time to time. It refreshes the mes-
sage. “The Cotton Patch Version of Paul’s Epistles” is a colloquial 
modern translation with a southern accent and is a good example 
of eternal truths expressed in a different way. 

 

     The June Mission of the Month is our long-time servant of Christ in the middle east—Turkish 
World Outreach. Turkey was a center of Christian activity and thought until the 10th century when 
Islam was foisted upon the country by Muslim conquerors. Muslim kept control by using methods 
not much different than what the Nazis used in the 1930’s and 40’s. Christianity was reintroduced to 
Turkey about 50 years ago and is slowly growing—to the extent that not only in Turkey , but in 
other middle east countries Christians are considered a threat to Islam. Repressive measures are  
being taken by government and Islamic radicals.  
   Several Sundays ago Mike read a request for prayer for the safety of churches and individuals who 
are Turkish speaking, not only in Turkey, but throughout the world. In a very recent mailing  
received from Turkish World Outreach prayers of support were requested for Christians in Turkey 
and Kyrgyztan.  
   There are small things that can make a great difference: 
1.) Sending out Gospel Letters written in Turkish to the pople who speak that language in Turkey, 
Germany, England, and Canada. Names and addresses and messages are furnished, our part is to buy 
96 cent stamps and envelopes for the letters.  
2.) Prayers for present Turkish Christians; and  for the Holy Spirit to work in the hearts and minds of 
those who have heard the message of salvation. 
3.) Money to support an active internet correspond run by Christians living in Germany where they 
are free to counsel, evangelize, and encourage other Christians. 
4.) Continue saving used postage stamps for Turkish World Outreach to buy Turkish language    
Bibles and teaching literature. 
5.) Keep filling the big Mission Bottle (in the back of the sanctuary) so the Fort Des Moines Church 
of Christ can be an active missionary to the middle east.  
 
   Gospel Letters will be arriving soon, and directions for mailing them will come at that time.  
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Total Income for April:             $13,452.78 

Total Expenses for April:          $13,819.41 
 
May Average Attendance:              107 

 Server’s List: 6/6 6/13 6/20 6/27 

10 am Service              

Scripture Noel Lori Doren Harold 

Offering Meditation Dan Richard Ramona Goerge 

Communion       
Meditation Lonnie Nate Jim Kyle 

Server Robby Roy Jack Larry 

Closing Prayer Kevin Doren Bob Harold 

Stewardship George/Lonnie Harold/Nate Kevin/Joe Richard/Terry 

Greeters Powells Saylors Heutons Hoodjers 

Praise Team Julie’s Team Lonnie’s Team Bob’s Team Julie’s Team 

Children's  Helpers        

Nursery/Toddlers 
10:00am Bev Lelanie/Austin Rachel/Kelsey Melissa 

Junior Church Jennifer/Charity Cleo Julie/Jacob Laura/Ross 

Other Ministries     

Communion to Sick Nate Richard Nate Dan 

Communion Prep Hulets Hulets Hulets Hulets 

Fort Facts 
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Youth Pastor News                                  By Matt Morgan 

  
Summer break! Already? Either I’m slowing down or time seems to be going faster. 
Well, here’s what’s going on… May has been “Creation” month and it has gone so 
well that my vision is to make this a regular event every year. We went through a 

great video series called “Demolishing Strongholds” with the keynote speaker, Ken Ham. This 
year we talked about “War of the World Views” and “Evolution in Pop Culture”. I would recom-
mend this series to any adult or youth group. 
 As we transition into summer break, I plan on spending a good chunk of time with as 
many of the youth as possible. The sad thing is we will be losing several young adults as they will 
be graduating this year... Wow, I’ve actually watched some of them grow up and now they’re 
moving on. My hope is that God has made an impact in their lives as much as they have impacted 
mine. I will miss having them here. 
 Our summer will be packed with events and activities. There are two in particular I’m 
looking forward to…four weeks volunteering at Habitat for 
Humanity and the senior trip to the Creation Museum. Lord 
willing, these events will be a huge success and we can try to 
do them every year as well. 
 It’s back to the calendar for me as I need to make 
sure I have everything is ready for the coming months. Thanks 
for keeping up on the CIA and as always, thank you or your 
prayers and let’s remember to live this life for God’s glory. 
Live life in Christ… 
������������		
��� �  �

Thoughts from the Leadership                                                     By Kevin Rowedder, Deacon
                                  

 
Want to be ready when challenged to take a stand for your faith?  The DVD series,  
“Demolishing Strongholds”, will help you.  The series will be shown at the Fort starting 
on  Monday, June 14, at 7:00 p.m. and continue for six weeks.  This presentation by Answers in 
Genesis includes the following topics: War of the Worldviews - (Ken Ham); Evolution in Pop 
Culture - (Carl Kerby); Counterfeit Reality - (Bill Jack); Answers to Difficult Issues: How to 
Share Your Christian Worldview (Carl Kerby); Simple Tools for Brain Surgery - (Bill Jack); 
Special Forces for the Savior (Charles Ware)  
 This series will be especially helpful to teenagers and adults.   
 If you have any questions contact Jim Meisch.   
            
 
                                                                  

New Class Offering 

��� June is a fantastic month. It is a month off of work for teachers, for students, a very busy month 
for summer gatherings. But most of all June is a month for weddings. June 6th 18 years ago we took 
the plunge and dove head first into holy matrimony. I did the best thing I could ever do. I married 
my best friend, I can tell Mary anything. We have an amazing life to-
gether, but it wasn't all roses. We had some of our biggest challenges in 
the first 3 years of marriage. Money being the biggest factor in these ar-
guments, all in all though, we agreed that a strong marriage was built on 
trust. trust in God, in each other, and trust that God would provide all that 
we would ever need. Once we realized that, we were blessed beyond 
measure. We have a loving church family, friends, strong careers, and 
most of all each other to come home too. I would be lost without my 
wife, and I would be a wreck without the church. The Bible states, Hus-
bands love your wives, I took this statement very seriously. Without a 
loving spouse what is a marriage? Just two people living in the same 
place and once in a while having a conversation. When we moved to Des 
Moines, we had only each other, and God. We now have each other, God, 
a church family, and some good friendships as well.  
�



 5 

 

Kingdom Kids Update � � � � � � �������������!��%����&���
��

  
 
Kingdom Kids is taking a break for the summer!   
 Mark your calendar -- Saturday, July 17 -- an event for  kids (4 years through 5th grade) will be 
held at the Fort.   Watch for details in next month’s Fort Connections.      
  
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
 Kids (4 years through 5th grade) will be viewing a series titled Awesome Bible Adven-
tures.  Each Bible story features an important lesson that will show the kids how to apply Bibli-
cal wisdom and teachings to their own lives.    
  
  
��

My Favorite Scripture � � �������������������������������������������������� !��'�$��
����������()���

  
 
      
      
       

  

  
On Sunday, May 23rd, we recognized four graduates connected with The 
Fort. Jameila Evans plans on attending DMACC in the fall. Katie Hall 
plans on attending DMACC in the fall. Kelsey Hoodjer plans on attending 
Central College, in Pella, in the fall. Hallie Kinman plans on attending 
Wartburg College in Waverly, in the fall. 

 
Luther: “Proverbs 21:19 is my 
favorite Scripture because its 
not something you expect to 

see in the Bible. If you see me 
living in a desert then you 

something is wrong. I’m just 
following directions.” 

 
Jennie: “Titus 2:4-5 is one of 
my favorite scripture verses 
because it clearly delineates 
what God desires of young 

women in this ever-changing 
world.” 

 
At the time of this writing, Luther and Jennie are still 
expecting an addition to their family. They are in our 

prayers. They will be great parents! 

  

Since all the purses that  Stephanie Freed brought with her were sold,  Sarah Swackhamer will be 
selling more as they are available.  They come in various sizes and if you are interested in pur-
chasing one, please see Sarah.  All proceeds go directly to Rapha House.       

Graduates Recognized 

Rapha House Purses 

Joy Ladies Update 

Women of the Church –  you are invited to a Salad Supper on 
Tuesday, June 8th at 6:30.   Bring a salad to share, the church 
will provide the dinnerware, beverages and bread/
crackers.  Hope you can be there!  Just a time to get together and 
visit, there is no planned program. Any questions, see Lori Egg-
ers or call 285-3218.  


