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Coming Rest… 
 

I have a countdown clock on my iPod that reminds me of how many days I have left until my 
Sabbatical begins (today it tells me I have 46 days left). I really am excited about the coming 
rest. I feel like I have been living in hyper-drive for too long. I love preaching. I love pastoring. 
I love ministry and church work. In fact I can’t turn it off. I don’t know how to stop thinking 
about it. 
 
I think that is the problem. I need to turn it off. I need to step away and be recharged and re-
freshed. That is precisely what my coming Sabbatical is going to do. It begins June 1st and ends 
July 11th. I plan on really receiving ministry during that period, instead of always doing minis-
try. My batteries need to be recharged. 
 
So I would ask you to pray for me while I am gone. Pray for my 
family as well. I really desire to be as close to my heavenly Fa-
ther as I can be. I want to be His servant. Like John the Baptist, 
I want to decrease and have Him increase. Pray that happens for 
me during my time of rest. Pray for Matthew, our youth pastor. 
He will be carrying a larger load. He will need help. So ask him 
how you can help out. Pray for our elders. They will need your 
help while I am gone as well. Pray for their families. 
 
I want to thank you for being the kind of church that really cares 
about your preacher. I was just telling one of the elders the other 
day that I have some friends who serve in settings and churches 
where they are so burdened. They are micro-managed and every meeting is stressful. 
 
I don’t have that. I serve a good church. It makes me want to be the best for you. So thank you 
for doing this for me and for my family. 
�

On Saturday, April 17th, Russell Carter was baptized in a private gathering. He has been think-
ing about doing this for quite some time and decided to take the “plunge.” Make sure you con-
gratulate Russ in his new walk. 
 
If you have never been baptized talk with Mike about 
that. He would love to go through the Scriptures with 
you on it and help you in your decision. The Bible says 
that all followers of Christ must be baptized (Mark 
16:16)...don’t delay. Follow Russell’s example. 
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Mike Demastus ���������
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Russell Carter baptized 
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      I absolutely enjoy summer. Spring, summer and fall are so great because it 
makes outdoor activities much more enjoyable. Feeling the sunlight on my skin 
is so energizing, not to mention how much better I feel when I’m outside. 
 These seasons can be a lot like our spiritual walk with Christ. It seems 
like there are times when everything seems cold and all you want to do is stay 

in the house, wrapped up in a blanket and spending an ungodly amount of time watching TV. As 
in the winter months, sometimes we tend to isolate ourselves from God. We avoid spending time 
at church because we’re just tired of trying to meet the expectations we’ve set for ourselves. We 
don’t talk with God for whatever reason and we just want to be left alone. This season can seem 
very cold because we don’t feel close to God at all. 

But then comes spring; new life begins to peak up from the ground. The sounds of 
bird’s songs begin to fill the air and the sun tends to shine through partly cloudy skies. Some-
thing inside you sparks a flame, reigniting or reawakening your desire to know more about your 
relationship with God. You can hear the subtle messages in the songs on the radio or maybe parts 
of your favorite movies. The warmth of God’s Holy Spirit begins to shine through your grey 
mood as if the clouds of doubt are breaking up. 

Here comes summer. It seems like everyone is doing something outside. The air is alive 
with sounds and all you want to do is be outside, even if it means mowing the lawn. Warmth 
envelopes you as the cloudless skies allow the sun to shine down, making you feel alive. This is 
when you see and hear God in almost everything that surrounds you. What an amazing season. 
You no longer mind doing chores or work that you normally wouldn’t want to do because you 
are energized. Your spirit is lifted and you’re on fire for your Heavenly Father. 

The colors of fall fill the trees as cool, crisp air glides over the land. People seem to be 
at peace during this season, waving and smiling as they walk by. The animals scurry around 
gathering food and the neighbors likewise prepare their homes for visiting relatives for the holi-
days. In this season, we feel at peace with God. We praise Him for the beauty that surrounds us 
and show His love towards family and friends. There’s something comforting knowing that God 
lives in us through His Holy Spirit… warming our hearts like a small campfire on a starlit night. 

Whatever season you may be in at this time, one thing will always remain the same. 
God is with you and He wants you to be with Him forever. 
 
As always, thank you or your prayers and let’s remember to live 
this life for God’s glory. 
Live life in Christ… 
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Youth Pastor News� � � � � � ��������� By Matt Morgan �

Missions Update                                                                                         By MargE DeRuyscher  

     As of the April 18th offering we have given $2,098.28 to 
Rapha House for their project in Southeast Asia. The girls 
will be blessed— but so are we that we can help in such a 
good program.  

     April 30th, Memorial Sunday, Chaplain John Craycraft, United States Navy, (Retired) will be 
with us to tell us again about the work of the Christian Churches/Churches of Christ Chaplaincy 
Endorsement Commission, which is the May mission of the month.  Endorsing qualified men and 
women to be chaplains in military instillations all over the world, Military, VA, civilian hospitals, 
National Guard units, civil Air Patrol units, and federal and state prisons. Our support of the   
commission enables our congregation to be a part of giving spiritual comfort and teaching to men 
and women who are in very real need of it. 

 



 3 

May Birthdays/Anniversaries 
10th   Joe & Sarah Swackhamer 
14th   Richard & Patty McMichael 
16th   Delores Fluharty 
18th   Kyle Phillips 
          Laura Smothers 
21st    Mac Yetter 
27th   Dave & Jean Janssen 
29th   Myrna Fluharty 
30th   Hailey Hraha 
 
 
   
  

May Events 
9th    Mother’s Day 
11th  Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm 
16th  Board Meeting 1:30 pm 
30th  ONE SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY TILL 

          LABOR DAY  10am 
31st   Labor Day  

Kingdom Kids Update                                                                                            By Cleo Meisch 
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Thoughts from the Leadership                                                                        By Lonnie Hoodjer  

Service Time Changes 
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             May is a month of changes. The drab grey of winter starts giving 
way to the colors of summer. We begin changing from winter chores of 
clearing driveways to summer chores of mowing lawn. For us this year it 
is also a different kind of change. Our oldest daughter Kelsey graduates 
from High School. As parents we are extremely proud of the young 
woman she has become. I also realize that our children are who they are 
because of the influence of people in their lives. Proverbs 22:6 says, 
“Train a child in the way he should go and when he is old he will not turn 
from it.“ That ‘training’ involves more than Mom and Dad. It takes a com-
munity to ‘train’ a child. For us, that community includes our church fam-
ily. Nursery workers, Sunday school teachers, Kingdom Kids Leaders, VBS helpers, CIA lead-
ers, and everyone our children talk to every week, have helped us to ’train’ our child in the way 
she should go. We all need to realize we help shape the lives of children and adults we interact 
with every day. What a wonderful gift and awesome responsibility. Let’s not forget that what we 
do is important. Influence a life today and allow God to do an awesome work through you.     
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Scripture Ramona Powell Julie Bantz Jennie Abel 
Jacob          

Demastus 

Offering Meditation 
Kevin         

Rowedder Brian Flaherty Matt Morgan 
George       

Ellwanger 

Communion       
Meditation Dan Morgan 

Richard 
McMichael 

Kevin         
Rowedder 

Ramona    
Powell 

Server Matt Morgan Jack Powell Floyd Fluharty Brian Flaherty 

Closing Prayer 
George        

Ellwanger 
Kevin          

Rowedder Harold Fluharty 
Richard    

McMichael 

Stewardship George/Harold Kevin/Richard Floyd/Dan George/Harold 

11 am Service         

Greeters Powells Saylors Heutons Hoodjers 

Scripture Ramona Powell Julie Bantz Jennie Abel 
Jacob         

Demastus 

Praise Team Mike Bob/Band Lonnie Mike 

Communion 

Meditation Doren Hulet Mike Demastus Jim Meisch Matt Morgan 

Server 
Joe         

Swackhammer Terry Heuton Larry Dobson Ray Malson 

Closing Prayer Kyle Phillips  Bob Saylor Lonnie Hoodjer Doren Hulet 

Stewardship Doren/Jim Lonnie/Joe Luther/Nate Kyle/Terry 

Children's Helpers        

Nursery/Toddlers 
11:00am Lilanie/Austin 

Shannon/
Jonathan Bev/Ashleigh Rachel/Kelsey 

Junior Church Jennifer/Charity Cleo/Ashleigh Laura/Ross Julie/Jacob 

Other Ministries         

Communion to Sick 
George        

Ellwanger Jim Meisch Luther Abel 
Kevin         

Rowedder 

Communion Prep Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells 
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Fort Facts 
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10 am Service   

Greeters Youth 

Scripture Youth 

Praise Team Youth 
Communion 

Meditation Youth 

Server Youth 

Closing Prayer Youth 

Stewardship Doren/Jim  

Children's Helpers   
Nursery/Toddlers 

11:00am Melissa Barry 

Junior Church Matt Morgan 

Other Ministries   

Communion to Sick Kyle Phillips 

Communion Prep Betty Wells  

My Favorite Scripture                     Jacob 

Jacob said, “Romans 6:23 is my favorite Scripture 
because that verse gives me hope. Even when I mess 

up, I can still ask for forgiveness.” 
 

For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 
eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

Rom 6:23(NIV) 

      May is the month of Mothers Day, the month Catholics celebrate 
Mary, as Jesus’ mother, the month’s emphasis is called to women’s 
achievements. Read about twelve who achieved much for the Kingdom 
of God. 

Book Look                             By MargE DeRuyscher 

Remembering Marlys Hassel 

Marlys Hassel passed away two days after Easter on 
the evening of Tuesday, April 6th. I found out 
Wednesday morning. I performed her funeral on Sat-
urday, April 10th. It was a hard funeral for me to do. I 
began the funeral by praying, “God, I don’t want to be 
here and I don’t want to do this.” 
 
It was from my heart and it 
really is how I felt. I am self-
ishly very sad that Marlys is 
gone. But Marlys knew Jesus 
Christ. She served him through 
her church here at The Fort for 
many, many years in many, 
many ways. She was a pianist, organist, choir director, 
treasurer and most recently, church secretary. 
 
Marlys was a good person. She loved Christ. We will 
miss her but she isn’t missing us. She is happier now 
than she has ever been. Continue to pray for her fam-
ily though. She was a small woman in physical size, 
but she was a large part of who we are here at The 
Fort. And we do miss her. 

  


