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Mike Demastus

Don’'t Forget Where We Are Headed!

In the latter part of last year, there waswasstory that created quite a buzz. A Northwest
flight carrying 144 passengers from San Diego tandapolis overflew the airport by 150
miles. The pilots remained unresponsive to aifir@bntrollers and airline officials who were
desperately trying to make contact. White Housiials were closely monitoring the event,
and four fighter jets were preparing to intercéyat aircraft.

The plane finally turned around after a stelgas got the pilots’ attention by pounding on
the cockpit door. What went wrong? The seasonedspiilad apparently become so absorbed
with a new software program on their laptops that/thad lost track of their destination!

The same thing has happened to me in myilifave become distracted by less important
things at times instead of focusing on the mostoirtgnt thing. | think it is a temptation we all
face. It is possible to become so passionate aithat things that our passion for Jesus is
crowded out. Often we don't even notice until soneor something demands that we stop and
realize we're way off course.

| remember once when my soon-to-be fatherimtiook me out for a Coke at a local Har-
dees restaurant in Lincoln, IL to let me know | fgadten
way off course with my studies. That talk changed m
trajectory. | was able to get back on track.
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When you look in Scripture, you see the chescbf
Asia Minor in Acts 19 and how God used the apd3dal to
help so many in that region encounter Christ. Rst-forward
30 years and that once white-hot passion for Jeassislied
down.

So much so that Jesus appears to the apoktiendth a
fresh word for those churches in Asia Minor. They theft
their first love (Rev. 2:4). Jesus didn't say ttiety had lost their first love. They left it. It wa
choice, not an accident.

It was the accumulation of hundreds of daligices to put something else ahead of the Sav-
ior. Contrary to popular opinion, people don'’t fallt of love In reality, their love cools as
other things gradually take priority and focus.

So | have come to realize lately that | hawtamn off course. Other things have called me
away from my true love for Jesus. | have had comgdbcuses. And now | want to turn the
plane around and head back to my proper destinafidoing all that Jesus has asked of me.

How about you? Are you making daily choicest thre leading your away from intimacy
with Jesus? If so, maybe it is time for a courseemdion. You may need to look at this article
as a pounding on your cockpit door. What is yougtidation?
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Youth Pastor News By Matt Morgan

The CIA have just started a new video serédied “Paul In Rome” and our first
lesson was based on the culture in Rome at that filne amount of corruption and
immorality was alarming, but it didn’t happen ovigit. | can’t imagine the Roman
children sitting in preschool and responding tottrecher’s question, “What do you

want to be when you grow up”?

“I want to be a thief”... “| want to watch Chtisns be dismembered by lions”... “l want to be
sexually immoral”.

These are things that happened gradually andsubtly. Unfortunately, the CIA noticed some
alarming similarities here in America. For the mpatt, children start life very innocent. It's the
people in their lives and their environment thaictees them what is okay and what'’s not.

Our kids have never heard of the “frog in pla@” analogy, but that is exactly how these gen-
erations are transformed. If our society was opemlydering Christians in an arena and doing the
unthinkable acts as they did in Rome, most peoplaldvnot accept it...at this time. You can't
throw a frog in a pan of boiling water and expé&¢bdinot jump out. These changes come gradu-
ally, incrementally and then it becomes accepthilthe majority. And those who don’t go along
with it, end up in the mouth of a very hungry lion.

The water temperature in our societal pafoislg being turned up and if we fail to recognize
what is happening, our youth and future generatiaiissoon realize they have been boiled. And
that, my friends, is how you boil a frog alive.

| did an experiment in my home and removedetfiyfsom television viewing for an appointed
period of time. It was difficult at first becaudi&e most people, | have my favorite shows. Soon
after, | found things to keep me busy, but wheetimed to the TV viewing, | was shocked. The
commercials and the content in most of the showsved at all appropriate. | couldn’t believe
what they were allowing to be shown.

| was slowly being conditioned to accept imaidhings as if they were a normal and every
day occurrence. It was not until | withdrew mydedfim the mud puddle of the mainstream that |
realized how dirty | was becoming. The questiowligt are your youth listening to? What are
they watching?... What are you watching?

As always, thank you for your prayers andsleémember to live this life for God’s glory.

Live life in Christ...
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JOY Ladies By Lori Eggers

We collected a wonderful amount of food anddehold
items for the Freedom for Youth Stor€hank you to all who
shared in this giving ministry. All of the peopldo come to the
Freedom Store are offered a Bible — in their natwvguage — the
people are being filled physically and spirituallihe following
photos are from Doren and Rosie Hulet when theiyeteld
everything.




My Favorite Scripture ") ‘&

After losing our youngest
son Danny in a car accident,
this verse, which | learned as a
child at a revival meeting
became one | clung to. Each
day we know we can face
another day because of God’s
strength he gives us.

| can do all things through
Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:13 NKJV

Kingdom Kids Update A

Kingdom Kids has resumed after Christmas bweitk a slow start due to snow/ice condi-
tions.

Treasure Seekers has exciting songs and Bitelatstories that will give kids new ways to
discover who God is. But that's not all! Eachhigf adventure includes a tasty snack,
game, and an art/craft project.

Join us for a Treasure Seekers adventurgy &/ednesday from 6:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m.

New Directories

The 2010 Church directories are ready forithigtion. Please let Roxie know if there are any
corrections or additions that need to be madedalitectory. Note in the back of the
directory is the updated Prayer Chain.

Thoughts from the Leadership By Nathan Shank3eacon

As | sit here and think of something great to carpewith for this article nothing comes to
mind. After all | lead a pretty boring life and athgood things do | have to offer. What words of
wisdom or insight do | have. Then it comes to higgve a lot of things to offer. | may not be a
scholar or even well spoken but | know many peépliave helped with
just the talent God hagiven to me. So then | think how many people have
I not taken seriously or even listened to becatiskair age, experience or
whatever. | guess what I'm trying to say is that gbould never dismiss
someone's advice based on superficial things. Sowethe most unlikely
person will surprise you.

Real Men Conference

REAL MEN is a Christian conference for men that will
be held at The Fort on Feb. 26, 2010 at 7 REEAL MEN
will feature presentations about topics importantrien; topics
like sexual purity, marriage and what it takes ¢éoabChristian
man.

Steve Deacef WHO-RADIO's "Deace In The Afternoon” show ietfeatured speaker.
Please join us for an evening of Christiarigieship, worship and fellowship. Therenis

costto attend this conference but registration is iegli To register go to www.Godsfort.org/
RealMen.



February Birthdays/Anniversaries February Events

1st  Joe Swackhamer 9th Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm
7th Randy & Stephanie Winn 14th Board Meeting 1:30 pm
11th Miranda Peterson 26th Real MenConference 7 pm

17th Deloris Eggers
22nd John McCuddin
Marilyn Barrett

Missions Ministry Update By MagE DeRuyscher

Having made and exceeding our goal for ouisiias Offering for Christian Holyland Foun-
dation, evangelism to Arabs in Israel, our effoursied in mid-January, and will continue through
February, to send funds to the ministry of Dee WAfiltkly Dorce in Haiti. The following is
gleaned from emails furnished to me from severates-being “computer free” myself.

The Dorces were not killed or injured by the catashic earthquake which centered in Port-
au-Prince Haiti, or subsequent aftershocks asrafaly 2. There was property damage,
but not to the extent that their mission could fuoiction.

According to news from IDES there are 20 Christrurch/Church of Christ missions in
Haiti, including the Dorces’, to which thousandsefugees from Port-au-Prince have
fled.

The Red Cross and UN aid services do not, asfybiey ever will reach into the outlying ar-
eas. Refugees from the city with families in tidying areas depend on the missions for
help.

The missions, with direct help from supporting catations and IDES, are feeding, clothing,
giving minimal medical help and shelter to all wémme for help.

Dee reports that a number of people who had atteseevices from time to time, but had
never made a commitment, have given their liveShast. She makes this request: “Pray
for a great revival in this land like never befomed that finally Haiti will come to her
knees as a whole, and dedicate this country thahe instead of Satan. It is only then
there will be true revival and change in this daad. We are counting on you to pray for
that.” Prayers and money in the jar are both nglede

P.S. Marlys reported that the first month’s coliectto send to IDES for World Hunger Relief
was $242 from the Son Fish Banks! When the Hakisis stabilized, we’ll return to
famine relief efforts.

Book Look By MargE DeRuyscher

An extra ordinary book found its way into dulprary, and | took it home to
“vet” as to appropriateness for the Church Libradycouldn’t put it down.
Snatching time to read, | finished the book in ¢hiays and felt greatly
blessed._Nobody Left Behind a simple, clear, Biblical refutation of the fad
dish “Rapture” books. God’s word is clear that withrist comes again there
will be no “rapture”-there will be eternity, withisi rewards and punishment.
Thought provoking, comforting, and real spirituabd!

Prayer Chain

The prayer chain has been updated. You can firehalist in the foyer or downstairs on the
back table in the sanctuary. Also, please noteipiuated prayer chain can be found in the back
of your new directory.

Cookies Needed

Cookies and Brownies are needed for the upcoRB4L MEN
Conference on February 26th. If you are able twige cookies or
brownies please let Roxie know. They will needbéodelivered to the
church by Wednesday, February 24th. Thank yoydor help.



Ramona
Scripture Harold Fluharty | Kyle Phillips | Watrous-Powell | Jennie Abel
Offering Meditation G. Ellwanger | R. McMichael K. Rowedder Ramona
Communion
Meditation M. Morgan B. Flaherty D. Morgan R. McMichael
Server F. Fluharty M. Morgan M. Morgan B. Flaherty
Closing Prayer K. Rowedder G. Ellwanger H. Fluharty D. Morgan
Stewardship Kevin/Richard Floyd/Dan George/Harold | Kevin/Richard
Greeters Saylors Heutons Hoodjers Powells
Ramona
Scripture Doren Hulet Kyle Phillips | Watrous-Powell | Jennie Abel
Praise Team Mike/Band Bob Lonnie/Band Mike
Communion
Meditation L. Hoodjer D. Hulet N. Shanks M. Morgan
Server L. Dobson R. Hodson T. Heuton R. Malson
Closing Prayer J. Meisch B. Saylor L. Hoodjer D. Hulet
Stewardship Kyle/Jim Lonnie/Joe Doren/Nate Luther/Terry
Nursery/Toddlers Melissa/ Shannon/
11:00am Kelsey/Rachel Ashleigh Jonathan Lelanie/Austin
Junior Church Julie/Jacob | Jennifer/Charity Matt Laura/Ross
Communion to Sick N. Shanks R. McMichael L. Hoodjer D. Morgan
Communion Prep Lori Eggers Lori Eggers Lori Eggers Lori Eggers
Fort Facts
Total Income for December:  $14,296.61

Total Expenses for December: $14,248.99

December Average Attendance:

116







