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A new year begins for us. It is the year 2QIL&t writing that down is pretty cool. It
looks cool. Two thousand ten. By the time we re2@20 (which is even cooler to
write) there will be many of us who have left plaaarth and have already faced judg-
ment.

Isn’t that a daunting thought to you? Thas timay potentially be the last decade
you live on this planet? In the next ten years, soiyou will be diagnosed with can-
cer. Some of you will face the death of someonelgwa. Some of you will retire.
Some of you will see giant changes occur in yder li

Something that | can assure you of thoughmatier | oo
how the dates change on the calendar or whatilifaro-
stance you face, Jesus Christ is Sovereign Lordeldes. (
His Kingdom will be advanced.

The Bible tells us that, “Jesus Christ isgthme yester-
day and today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8, NIV) figve
thing we experience changes...except Jesus. He does
change. His love for us doesn’t change. His worksin
doesn’t change. His will for us doesn’t change.

| don’'t know about you, but I find it incrediocomforting to know that the Sover-
eign Lord of the universe cares for me and watdves me in everything that | face.
His faithfulness never fails.

That means that | can turn to Him in all tlingcan rely on Him through all things.
He will help me in my day of trouble! (Psalm 27T3)e wisdom and knowledge that
He alone can give is inestimable.

Make sure this new year is one that finds gloger to the Lord than last year.
Draw near to Him. Hold fast to your faith in Himh&se days we are entering aren’t
getting any lighter, only darker.

No matter what your theology may be aboutethe times, we can agree that it gets
worse before it gets better. So make sure thatywuto Him. Read His Word. Medi-
tate on it. It is the only thing that can reallyghas. No counseling, psychotherapy, or
self-help book can give us the help we need. GréyWord of God.

So in 2010 (that's just cool), make sure yeadrand rely on His Word. That is how
we face the unfaceable. That's how we make it tiindhe unbearable. Drawing close
to Jesus through His Word.
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Another year has come and gone and the ywtl continued to grow and
mature in their faith. It has been a great yearldadk forward to 2010. | hope
you enjoy an historical look at 2009...

Although my digital camera broke, here are sgictures of most of our

events.

As always, thank you or your prayers and let's neer to live this life for God’s glory.
Live life in Christ...
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It's easy to think of the Chaplaincy Endorsetm@ommissioras a good mission to support,

but not one that may touch us, but the Fall Is§u@haplaincy newsletter brings its work closer to
home! We have a Chaplain Eric Reyman of Ottumwapleting chaplaincy training to serve the
lowa National Guard, and David Doty of Altoona islawa Air National Guard Chaplain. In the
last six months five chaplains have been endoséding restoration spiritual care to our armed
forces, military and civilian hospitals. Truly arfreaching mission. We hope in May to hear first
hand of the work of the Chaplaincy Endorsement Cigsion

As of December 13th, $798.50 has been givé\ioeember and December Mission of the
Month- Christian Holyland Foundatipaiding Arab Christians to bring Christ to Israetd coop-
erating with Jewish Christians to reach out to Muslin Israel to show them Jesus Christ as Sav-
ior and true ruler of not only Israel but the warld

January’s Mission of the month will be ChastiHolyland Foundatioto enable us to meet our
Christmas offering goal of $1,000.




January Birthdays/Anniversaries January Events

4th  Rosie Hulet 5th Missions Meeting 7:30 pm
Ray Malson 6th CIA & Kingdom Kids resume 6 pm
6th Dan Morgan Annual Reports due into Roxie
Doren Hulet 10th Annual Board Meeting 10 am

: 12th Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm
Noel Relnsohn 16th CIA Service Day 10 am-2 pm

Savannah DeGrott 24th CIA Winter Jam 5-10 pm
12th Floyd & Delores Fluharty 30th CIA Saturday 6-9 pm

13th Kevin Rowedder
15th Robby Eslick
19th Isabella Sutton
20th Teressa Hollister
Ivan & Deloris Eggers
26th John McKee
27th Shannon Demastus
28th Betty Wells
Julie Bantz
30th Bob & Doris Hildebrand
31st Byron Barrett
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Kingdom Kids will resume on Wednesday, Janargt 6:00 p.m.

Our 13-lesson adventure is calle@asure Seeker<hildren will gain a solid understanding
of who God is, and the amazing ways in which Hiigrecter and actions can make a difference in
their lives. In today's world, so much of everydifsy seems separated from the plans and prom-
ises of God. These lessons will help children emhtheir daily lives with their awareness of
God.

During the month of January we will study fafirGod's attributes: God Creates, God Knows
Me, God is Wise and Good, and God Keeps His pranise
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This fall our family found out that my wife'®phew, who is just 14, was diagnosed with a
malignant brain tumor. Cancer is difficult in asijuation, but particularly when it involves a
child.

Upon learning the news, his grandpa said $hwt was me instead of him.” That's sentiment
many of us would share. Afterall, the person wilaer is just a kid and hasn’t had the opportu-
nities many of us “old folks” have had.

This situation brought to mind this age-olastion: “Why does God allow bad things to hap-
pen to good people?”

I’'m going to attempt to answer that questiomhiis article. My first thought is that the ques-
tion itself is flawed. You see the Bible teacheshas there are no good people.

Because all people have sinned, they have fallert sh God’s glory— Romans 3:23 (GWT)

So if there are no good people (see also t Idh) Romans 6:23, Romans 3:10-18) let’s reviegjtres-
tion... Why does God allow bad things to happen t@bers? Afterall, if we believe in the saving geaaf
Jesus Christ, shouldn't he reward us with an abuilifa?

Most of us know better than that. God is gqost, loving, and merciful God, but that is notgantee
that life will be easy or go the way we think ipsitd. In fact the Bible says life as a believemisre diffi-
cult (Matthew 7:13-14)!

| believe God allows “bad things” to happentmany reasons. For one, God uses painful situsiion
life to teach us to depend upon him. Sometimesstifa¢ only time we’ll listen! The Apostle Paul say
this way:

Brothers and sisters, we don’'t want you togmoiant about the suffering we experienced in togipce
of Asia. It was so extreme that it was beyond dailitg to endure. We even wondered if we could go o
living. In fact, we still feel as if we're underdeeath sentence. But we suffered so that we woajatstist-
ing ourselves and learn to trust God, who bringsdibad back to life. He has rescued us from dterri
death, and he will rescue us in the future. Wecardident that he will continue to rescue us — 2ilGo
thians 1:8-10 (GWT)

Another way God uses difficult situationsife s to teach us to minister to others. How maémes
have you seen crime victims helping other criméivis, recovering addicts helping those trying toorer
from an addiction, or cancer survivors encouragiagcer patients? God can use our pain to help other
people.

We'll have to wait and see what God has imesfor our family. Until then, all we can do is ¢e to
praise Him and bring glory to Him in all we do.



2 3

Greeters Need:s filled Needs filled McMichaels Needs filled
Scripture Jacob Julie Bantz | Noel Heinsohn | Lillie Janssen
Offering Meditation M. Morgan K. Rowedder Ramona K. Phillips
Communion
Meditation D. Morgan R. McMichael | G. Ellwanger B. Flaherty
Server B. Flaherty M. Morgan F. Fluharty M.Morgan
Closing Prayer H. Fluharty G. Ellwanger D. Morgan K. Rowedder
Stewardship Floyd/Dan George/Harold | Kevin/Richard Floyd/Dan
Greeters Saylors Phillips’ Powell Hoodjers
Scripture Jacob Julie Bantz | Noel Heinsohn | Lillie Janssen
Praise Team Lonnie Mike/Band Bob Lonnie/Band
Offering Meditation J. Meisch D. Hulet N. Shanks M. Morgan
Communion
Meditation K. Phillips L. Hoodjer M. Demastus J. Meisch
Server T. Heuton R. Malson |J. Swackhamer| R. Eslick
Closing Prayer L. Hoodjer J. Meisch B. Saylor D. Hulet
Stewardshii Luther/Terry Kyle/Lonnie Doren/Joe Jim/Nate
Nursery/Toddlers Shannon/
11:00am Kelsey/Rachel Phyllis Jonathan Lelanie/Austin
Junior Church Julie/Jacob |Jennifer/Charity Matt Laura/Ross
Communion to Sick D. Morgan G. Ellwanger L. Abel K. Phillips
Communion Prep Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells
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Kelsey says that Matthew 24:12-13 is her favorite
Scripture because the verses are encouraging ated st
plainly that things will get worse, but for the pen
who stays faithful there is a reason to hope.

Rachel says that her favorite scripture is 1 P&&#
because those verses show that beauty is not define
by how you look or what you wear. It is defined by

how God sees you. And that is far more valuabla tha

your appearance.
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9 am Service
Greeters Needs filled
Scripture Lori Eggers
Offering Meditation D. Morgan
Communion
Meditation K. Rowedder
Server M. Morgan
Closing Prayer R. McMichael
Stewardship George/Harold

11 am Service
Greeters Youth
Scripture Youth
Praise Team Youth
Offering Meditation Youth
Communion
Meditation Youth
Server Youth
Closing Prayer Youth
Stewardship Luther/Terry
Children's Helpers
Nursery/Toddlers Bev
Junior Church Cleo/Ashleigh

Other Ministries

Communion to Sick | K. Rowedder
Communion Prep Betty Wells

When you were reading or listening to theystdfrChrist’s birth, did
you notice and wonder why Matthew and Luke listéfecent men as
Jesus’ earthly ancestors? Why Matthew listed fetan Luke. Why or
who was wrong?_The Roots of Jegimes the reasons, and traces

through Jewish history both lines-the worldly ahd spiritual genealogy
of Jesus. This is not a book to read for entemaint, but after reading
The Roots of Jesuthe reader will have a greater insight into Nexsfa-
ment and Early Church, even Reformation thoughherimportance of
knowing Jesus, the man and Jesus, Son of God.

The Roots of Jesaan be found in the Jesus section.




