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Mike Demastus

Good News

There came a time — at the best time, thé tigle — when the mighty Son
of God turned his back on all the beauty and haggsirof his forever home.
And somehow — no one knows just how — he steppedfdweaven and entered
earth as a baby.

It must have seemed a long way between heavemarth. It must have
been sad to leave such a glorious home. It must hade the angels wide-
eyed and solemn to see the KING they love and sayegjood-bye and take
that long step over the edge of heaven down thraegtk space to the little
blue-and-brown planet where you and | live.

Did the angels know that the man Jesus woane o die? Did they know
that when he grew up his strong, gentle hands woelldailed to an old rugged
cross? Did they know their KING would give up hfe ffor all the wrong, hate-
ful things you and | have done? Did they know thitsiegs? | think they most
likely did. But it wasn’t long before they got torme to earth as well.

Late on a sleepy, star-sprinkled night, thensgels peeled back the sky just
like you would tear open a Christmas present.

Then, with light and joy pouring out of heaver
like water from a geyser, they began to shout "y
sing the message that baby Jesus had been Luii.

The world had a Savior! Those angels callgdGbod
news.” And it was. It still is...and I'll bet it alwa will be!
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Youth Pastor News By Matt Morgan

In a time of thanksgiving and the remembraofcie birth of our Lord around the
corner, | want to take this opportunity to say what thankful for.
‘ Although we don’t know the exact day of thelof Christ, I'm thankful the He

came for the express purpose of dying so you aadid have an eternal relationship
with Him. | am also thankful for the position Godshplaced me in here at the Fort. It has been
such a blessing to develop so many relationshigis te youth in the CIA. .
I'm thankful that God has taught me so much moaime... that's right, IWIBTYOII
me. | believe we are all on a path towards a spiridlestination and learnin b 3% 1
more about ourselves is a part of that journey. @ones the process can |~ gl daas
painful, but in the end it is sooo worth it.
In an effort to keep this letter short, | wamsay what | am most thankf
for. I'm thankful for Mom and Dad. They are my b&stnds and | would
not be where | am if it weren't for them. | lovewguys.
As always, thank you or your prayers and let's neer to live this life for God’s glory.
Live life in Christ...

JOY Ladies By Lori Eggers

POINSETTIAS -Joy Ladies are taking orders for Poinsettia’sGbristmas. Each plant will

be $10.00 — cash or check (make check payableYoL#dies). If you are purchasing your
plant in memory of someone, please include a ndteyeur payment as to who it is in mem-
ory of. We will print the names in the bulletitetmonth of December. Please turn in orders
to Rosie Hulet, Patty McMichael, Jennie Abel orilBggers by November 29th.

CHRISTMAS BRUNCH -There will be a Christmas Brunch during the Sun8alool hour
on December 6th. Please join us.

CHRISTMAS GIVING -The Mission that the JOY Ladies have decided tp tiés Christmas

is the Freedom for Youth Store. If this soundsifam it is — we did this last year and we

really had a good response — the Freedom for Ystatffi really were pleased in the ways we
were able to help them. Downstairs you will famdolorful poster with cards in various pock-
ets — the pockets will indicate different items yoan bring to share with the store. Just take a
card and purchase what is listed — you may ceytaake more than one card. Items we have
selected for this year are; socks, gloves/mittblamkets (twin/full), chunky soups, bags of
rice, bags/boxes of cereal, and towel/wash clath s@n December 6, 13, and 20th you may
bring your donated items to the church — there bélla donation box in the foyer. Thank you
for sharing from what you have, to those who haste n

Denise Juhl, with the Freedom for Your Miries$t writes.... In regards to the Freedom
Store that they run for the impoverished, homedeskrefuges that come seeking - these are a
few of the things that are most needed: cannedttpraducts, cereal, rice, canned fruit, toilet
paper, and household goods such as dishes, pofsasdblankets and towels.

The girls home “Safe Haven” is now being builttaRe the Lord! The address is 2222 Ben-
nett, right off of Martin Luther King; hope to hattee home completed by January, with young
women moving in after the first of the year. Wdl e looking for a full-time live-in House
Mom or House Parents deeply rooted in their walkw@hrist, to serve at that home. For
Christmas they are registered at Target on theghWist Program for things that we be
needed for the girls home.

As you know the Joy Ladies are already cdlhecitems for the Freedom for Youth minis-
tries, but we wanted to let you know of additionagds.

Also, the Freedom For Youth center has a Tslend Gifts Store (known as TAGS), oper-
ated, staffed and stocked with handmade, one ofcaitems made by the inner-city and home-
less young adults that are served at the Freedoifoigth Ministries. Several of us have had
the opportunity to see the items that program welers help the children make, from wood to
metal creations. The ministry believes that teaglihe kids how to create the item and market
it and then sell the item - is very beneficiallte kids. The store is a place you might want to
keep in mind for some holiday shopping. The stwittbe opened for five Saturdays, begin-
ning November 21st through December 19th. Comelch@ut and have a free cup of coffee
or try one of the sandwiches and soups to go (efpgred by the students).



My Favorite Scripture

I have many favorite Scriptures but Matthew 28209-
stands out to me. When | was a child growing up our
church always seemed to have missionaries thatdvoul
come and visit. | remember one missionary fromdndi
who ran an orphanage. All the missionaries | mdtda
profound impact on my life. The sacrifices they maal
ensure that the Gospel could be proclaimed meant so
much to me. From their example | learned that theaG
Commission is something that we all need to live ou

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations tizamg

them in the name of the Father and of the Son &itlteo

Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everythiigve

commanded you. And surely | am with you alwaytheo
very end of the age." (NIV)

Kingdom Kids Update " &

Kingdom Kids has completed the study on howdonect to a closer relationship with God.
We have learned to connect to faith using Mosemaesxample, communication through Paul's
ministry, love through Jesus, trust with life exdegofrom Joseph, time through the writings of
the disciple John, and joy by looking at David's.li

During the month of December we will be focigson the birth of Jesus through songs,
lessons, and crafts.

Kingdom Kids will not meet on December 16, @B30. We will resume on Wednesday,
January 6, 2010.

For unto you is born this day in the citylvid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
Luke 2:11

www.Godsfort.org

Did you know our website is full of useful inforn@t? You can view current and past
newsletters, find out what is being taught in Syn8ahool, read our very own Pastor’s Blog,
sign up for daily scripture, listen to past sermand view the church calendar for all upcoming
events. Check it outlwww.Godsfort.org

Thoughts from the Elders By RichaMcMichael

The so called holiday season is upon us. At Thgimksy time we stuff ourselves till we
can’'t move while others are starving. At Christrtiage we promote over spending and wor-
ship a big guy in a red suit. | am sure all tkiddens our God. Let's make it a point this year
and every year to help feed the hungry and telpfeethe real reason for the season (Jesus).

Birthday Celebration

HAPPY BOTH T0 RAMONA
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of SO wondeyfl years of le.

Friday ‘Evening ‘December 4ih
Spm till 9pm

New Directories

If you have had a recent address change,@leaRoxie know. We are in the processes of
making new church directories and hope to have thesilable around the first of the year.



December Birthdays/Anniversaries December Events

4th Ramona Watrous-Powell 6th Christmas Brunch 10 am
7th  Lonnie Hoodjer 8th Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm
9th Cleo Meisch 13th Board Meeting 1:30 pm

Don Sieberns Nomination Forms due into church office
13th Shelby McCuddin 20th Last day to turn in donations for Freedom for
14th Larry Dobson Youth Project
21st Mike & Shannon Demastus 24th Christmas Eve Service 6:30 pm

23rd Bonnie Allen

26th Doren & Rosie Hulet
Don & Tina Sieberns

28th Jacob McCuddin
Lelanie Rice

30th Josiah Swackhamer
Russ & Ginny Carter

Missions Ministry Update By MagE DeRuyscher

The IDES Son-fish banks are on the back taaen a bank is full, please put it in the collec-
tion plate, and take another bank. If your fanslplanning to give a special “birthday present”
to Jesus may we suggest a full bank or a chedketahiurch to go to IDES for their HUNGER
PROJECT-in that way you will be helping HIM fee thungry multitudes-who will receive
spiritual food as well as physical nourishment.

By the prayers of many and the justice ofltitian Courts, the attempt to blackmail David
and Philomena Morris, and ruin the work of SouttidanChurch of Christ Mission was unsuccess-
ful. The Morrises were exonerated and the troutdd&ers put on trial! Once again, the Lord
showed Satan that He is in control no matter homdg®atan’s plans may seem to work at first.

May the World not take the joy our remembraot&od’s promise fulfilled in this season.

Joy to the World, the Lord has come!

Book Look By MargE DeRuyscher

Josh McDowell’s little book about his search foe tieal Jesus is an evening’s
read or a chapter by chapter addition to “quiettimevotions that will help
keep the Christmas season in perspective. Therthage copies-one on
display and two in the Library JESUS section.



Greeters McMichaels Needs filled Needs filled McMichaels
Scripture Lillie Janssen Kyle Phillips Betty Wells Jennie Abel
Offering Meditation D. Morgan R. McMichael G. Ellwanger B. Flaherty
Communion

Meditation G. Ellwanger K. Rowedder Ramona M. Morgan
Server B. Flaherty M. Morgan M. Morgan F. Fluharty
Closing Prayer H. Fluharty D. Morgan R. McMichael K. Rowedder
Stewardshii Harold/Richard | Floyd/George Dan/Kevin Harold/Richard
Greeters Saylors Powells Heutons Hoodjers
Scripture Lillie Janssen Kyle Phillips Betty Wells Jennie Abel
Praise Team Bob Lonnie/Band Mike/Band Bob
Offering Meditation L. Hoodjer M. Demastus N. Heinsohn K. Phillips
Communion

Meditation M. Morgan J. Meisch L. Hoodjer N. Shanks
Server J. Swackhamer T. Heuton L. Dobson R. Hodson
Closing Prayer K. Phillips L. Hoodjer J. Meisch B. Saylor
Stewardshi Luther/Kyle Joe/Lonnie Terry/Kyle Jim/Nate
Nursery/Toddlers Shannon/

11:00am Jonathan Lelanie/Austin | Bev/Ashleigh Melissa
Junior Church Jennifer/Charity Matt Laura/Ross Cleo/Ashleigh
Communion to Sick N. Shanks L. Hoodjer J. Meisch R. McMichael
Communion Prep Kyle & Roxie Kyle & Roxie Kyle & Roxie Kyle & Roxie
Fort Facts

Total Income for October: $ 10,901.63

Total Expenses for October: $ 12,826.24

October Average Attendance:

111




Purity By Mike Demastus

Back in late September, we began a four-gaies with the youth of he Fortwhere we
taught them all about Biblical Purity. Each week laaspecial focus. We put all of these lessons
together on DVD and presented it in a fast-pacglé shat was engaging and well-produced (if
we do say so ourselves).

Week one's focus was purity in definition. Yaght that youth what the Bible really says
that purity is.

Week two's focus was purity in thought. Tisisvhere the real battle for purity is waged...in
our thought life. We taught them how to take thleaught life captive for Jesus.

Week three's focus was purity in dress. Thishere the rubber begins to meet the road in
the issue of purity. We tried to give practicalpstdor the youth in this issue without coming
across like a Puritan. It is possible to be fashizd® and still maintain purity of dress.

Week four's focus was purity in life. This whs culmination of all that we had learned and
we tried to help the youth see how to practicalket steps to live a life of purity. We also chal-
lenged them to be pure in all arenas of their.légen the virtual arenas of Facebook and
Myspace and email and texts. Purity is for evepeasof our life.

Then after these four weeks of lessons, we &alpecial banquet that the ladies of the
church prepared. And the leaders of the churcimgalath their wives, helped serve to the
youth.

We had twenty-one participants in all. We tzelyoung people dress up. And after the
fancy meal (also had a few folks who spent a Idtroé making the place we ate at and where
we worshiped look fantastic) we then went into auditorium for a special ceremony.

At this ceremony, each young person came faha&ad made a vow to live a life of purity.
Here is the vow each young person took:

Acknowledging that God has made me in His image andde my body to be His temple
and has graciously saved me from my sin, it is n@gide to please Him.

From this day forward, I, , vow tief God and witnesses, in obedience to
God’s Word, to keep myself chaste and pure, to giyeself totally and only to the mate God is
preparing for me.

May this pledge | made today, October 24, 2d@@nor you, O God and bring glory to
your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.

After this, the parent's of the young perstated a purity ring on their finger. And then they
signed a document that had the words of their vowt (that had also been signed by the pas-
tor, and the youth pastor).



