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Survey Results 

 
 
 
     We put a survey out to the congregation a few weeks back where we were 
interested in finding out what we could about why people in the church do or do 
not invite people to church. Here is some of what we learned… 
 
     We learned that as many as 111 may have been invited to The Fort so far in 
2009! We also learned that most people are very intimidated about inviting 
someone to church. Most people don’t feel knowl-
edgeable enough to do it. 
 
     We found that people would be interested in the 
church hosting a special event that could make it eas-
ier for them to invite someone to. We learned that 
what would be helpful is a special sermon series fo-
cused on teaching people how to invite people as 
well. 
 
     With these thoughts in mind, here are some plans we have put together. In 
2010 I will preach a series focused on evangelism. That will be followed up by 
a special conference we are going to put on (the date is to be determined but it 
will be in the first quarter of 2010). The conference theme and focus will be on 
learning to defend your faith. Then I will follow that up with a sermon series on 
defending the faith. 
 
     My prayer is that this will help us all become more intentionally focused on 
inviting others to church. We want to make it as simple as possible for you to 
do it. 
 
     The only way that someone is going to know about Jesus is if we have the 
courage to take that first step and invite them with us to learn about Him! 
 
     Love God, love people, serve everyone! That’s what we’re trying to accom-
plish. We need you to make it happen! 
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     The Purity video series has come and gone, but it will continue to affect 
the lives of those who participated in the ceremony. The idea was originally 
proposed to us by Jean Janssen and after we brainstormed about the possibili-
ties, we came up with our very own Purity program. 
     The youth responded well and most decided to take a huge step in the right 
direction. By making an open commitment to honor God and themselves, the 

youth vowed to remain sexually pure for their wedding day. Each person received a purity ring 
at the ceremony to symbolize the choice they made and to serve as a reminder of the vow they 
chose to take. 
     Having something as small as a ring on the finger doesn’t seem like a big deal, but I have to 
say when you link it to a decision as big as this, it carries a ton of 
power. It’s almost like having an angel on your hand reminding you 
that God loves you and wants you to honor Him and respect your-
self. These youth will have many years faced with diverse tempta-
tions, but God will be able to physically remind them that He’s 
there when their mind begins to wonder. 
     I’m proud of you all for going through this course. Regardless if 
you participated in the ceremony or not, always be a person of your 
word and when you make a vow, be sure to do your best to keep it. 
As always, thank you for your prayers and let’s remember to live this life for God’s glory. 
Live life in Christ… 
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     Is God boring? Well the obvious answer would be no, but let me ask the question in another 
way. Have you ever been bored while attending church, reading the bible, or listening to a mes-
sage or lecture? If you are honest, your answer would probably be yes. So, if God’s not boring 
why do we, at times, get bored learning about him? I recently read an article on this subject where 
the author suggested our boredom may be the result of our imagination, or lack thereof. Creator 
God designed us with an imagination, but we too often shut it down when it comes to learning or 
thinking about God.  Have you ever wondered what God and Adam talked about in the Garden of 
Eden? How long it took Noah to do chores on the ark? What was Jesus’ favorite food? I am most 
engaged in learning when the message I am hearing is presented in a new and different way, 
something that engages my imagination. Next time you find yourself ‘bored,’ engage your imagi-
nation and consider how what you are hearing or reading could be viewed in a new and interesting 
way.  

      
 

Rachael Allen was baptized by Mike on October 11th after  
Second Service.  Rachael is the daughter of Bonnie & Robbie  

Allen.  She is in the 8th grade at Weeks Middle School.   
Congratulations Rachael!  
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Sunday: (6PM) 
Mike Demastus 

3513 SW 12th Place  
Des Moines, IA 50315  

Phone: 288-1090 
 

Sunday: (6PM) 
Dan Morgan 
1015 Bundy 

Des Moines, IA 50315  
Phone: 287-0927 
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Monday: (7PM) 
Lonnie Hoodjer 

3330 N. Cattail Creek  
Cumming, IA 50061  

Phone: 981-4618 
 

Wednesday: (2PM) 
Harold Fluharty 

244 E. Army Post Road  
Des Moines, IA 50315  

Phone: 285-1254 
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November Birthdays/Anniversaries 
5th    Danny Selsor 
9th    Macina Barry 
10th  Jean Janssen 
11th  Bruce Peterson 
         Oliver & MargE DeRuyscher 
12th  Carmelita Limas 
15th  Shilo Gillman 
17th  Bob Saylor 
22nd Roxie Phillips 
23rd  Mike Demastus 
         Tina Sieberns 
25th  Doris Hildebrand 
27th  Patty McMichael           
 

November Events 
3rd    Missions Meeting 7:30 pm  
8th    Board Meeting 1:30 pm 
10th  Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm 
         JOY Ladies Meeting 7 pm 
15th  All Church Thanksgiving Dinner 5 pm 
26th  Thanksgiving 
27th  Office Closed 
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     Why give to IDES for relief of hunger around the world rather than to the Red Cross or other 
international relief agencies?  Because IDES not only feeds bodies, it feeds souls!  Providing the 
resources to feed the starving by emergency means and by long term development aids through 
missionaries and churches in the name of Jesus Christ, IDES not only provides daily needs for 
desperate people, but for their eternal needs.  In many countries of the Third World, one meal a 
day is the norm, and $5 will feed a family of four for a month through IDES.  The hungry will 
also be fed spiritually, learning the Good News of Christ’s Saving Power.  Instead of one big drive 
for a month once a year Mission Ministry hopes that a year around filling of Son Fish banks 
which hold $15 to $35, depending on the denominations of the change put in, will make possible a 
steady flow of physical and spiritual nourishment to those in need.  The Son Fish Banks are on the 
table at the entrance of the sanctuary.  Please take one, bring it in when full, and take another year 
around.  

     CHRISTIAN HOLYLAND FOUNDATION is our November and December Mission of the 
month.  Since gasoline is not as expensive this year as last, they have asked for help in updating 
their communications systems: cell phones and computers.  A great deal of their work involved 
being in touch with wide spread groups and churches, and improved communications are very 
important in the success of the missionaries efforts.  We hope to provide $1500 as part of the ful-
fillment of this request in our November-December project.  We have recent news of a new Chris-
tian Church being established in the strongly Muslim city of Be’one in northern Israel-another 
reason for updated communications. 

       All-Church Thanksgiving Dinner, Sunday November 15th, 5 pm at the church – We have 
once again invited the Hispanic congregation to join us for our annual Thanksgiving meal to-
gether.  Please watch in the next few weeks for the sign-up lists to be sent around during the wor-
ship services.  We will have one list for names and numbers of those attending, and another list 
to add the food item you will be bringing to share. 
 
     The JOY Ladies will be collecting items for our Christmas mission the first three Sundays in 
December.  We will again be giving to the Freedom For Youth Community Store.  Those in need 
are able to go to the store once a week and pick out ( free to them) 5 household items, and 5 food 
items.  We are going to collect the same items we did last year, as those were well re-
ceived:  Towel/wash cloth, blankets (twin or full), socks, cereal, chunky soups, rice.  Look for 
more information to come later in November. 
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     This Saturday, October 24th, 21 youth will be going through 
the Purity Celebration Ceremony.  The Ceremony will start at ap-
proximately 6:45 pm.  Please come out and show your support to 
our youth.        �
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9 am Service        

Greeters Needs filled Needs filled McMichaels Needs filled 

Scripture Julie Bantz Jacob D. Noel Heinsohn Lori Eggers 

Offering Meditation B. Flaherty K. Rowedder Ramona M. Morgan 

Communion       
Meditation D. Morgan R. McMichael B. Flaherty G. Ellwanger 

Server M. Morgan F. Fluharty M. Morgan B. Flaherty 

Closing Prayer G. Ellwanger H. Fluharty R. McMichael K. Rowedder 

Stewardship Floyd/George Dan/Kevin Harold/Richard Floyd/George 

11 am Service         

Greeters Saylors Powells Heutons Hoodjers 

Scripture Julie Bantz Jacob D. Noel Heinsohn L. Eggers 

Praise Team Mike Bob Lonnie Mike 

Offering Meditation M. Morgan L. Hoodjer J. Meisch N. Shanks 

Communion 

Meditation J. Demastus N. Shanks M. Demastus K. Phillips 

Server L. Dobson R. Hodson R. Malson R. Eslick 

Closing Prayer K. Phillips B. Saylor L. Hoodjer J. Meisch 

Stewardship Jim/Nate Luther/Nate Joe/Lonnie Terry/Kyle 

Children's Helpers        

Nursery/Toddlers 
11:00am Lelanie/Austin Melissa Bev/Ashleigh Kelsey/Rachel 

Junior Church Jennifer/Charity Matt Laura/Ross Cleo/Ashleigh 

Other Ministries         

Communion to Sick D. Morgan G. Ellwanger L. Abel M. Demastus 

Communion Prep Tanya Dobson Tanya Dobson Tanya Dobson Tanya Dobson 
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9 am Service   

Greeters Needs filled 

Scripture H. Fluharty 

Offering Meditation R. McMichael 

Communion       
Meditation K. Phillips 

Server M. Morgan 

Closing Prayer D. Morgan 

Stewardship Dan/Kevin 

11 am Service   

Greeters Youth 

Scripture Youth 

Praise Team Youth 

Offering Meditation Youth 
Communion 

Meditation Youth 

Server Youth 

Closing Prayer Youth 

Stewardship Jim/Nate 

Children's Helpers   
Nursery/Toddlers 

11:00am Phyllis 

Junior Church Julie/Jacob 

Other Ministries   

Communion to Sick K. Rowedder 

Communion Prep Tanya Dobson 
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Nothing we can do will separate us from God's love; 
even when we turn our backs on Him,  

He still loves us. 
I like fishing because I get to go out into God's  

creation, and try to find out what the fish  
want today, so I can turn a fishing experience  

into a catching experience. When I catch fish, I keep a 
few for eating and let most go back to grow or just 

because they are bigger and I can allow others to also 
catch some "nice ones" also. 

People are sometimes like fish--they are hungry  
and feed on whatever is handy, even when it's not  

in their best interest. 
 

Romans 8:37-39 
No, in all these things we are more than conquerors 
through him who loved us. For I am convinced that 
neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, 
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers,  
neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all  

creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 
God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  

 

     Christian author Catherine Marshall writes of the different kinds of 
prayer, how to recognize the appropriate kind and the circumstances 
which can make our prayers more effective as we bring our needs before 
the Lord.  (Oddly, she does not specifically mention prayers of thanks-
giving; I suppose she believes they will be spontaneous after the Lord 
answers the petition.)  Published earlier as a series in Guideposts,  
Adventures In Prayer is somewhat dated in examples, but the truths re-
garding prayer are eternal.  After the display is returned to the shelves, 
you can find Adventures in Prayer in the Prayer section.       
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