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Ministry has changed... 
     Ministry has undergone lots of change in recent years. Some things are never going to 
change. Like helping people learn to love and live for God. That is at the heart and core of min-
istry. 
 
     But how that gets accomplished has changed. It used to be that a minister would simply be 
able to go to someone's home, knock on the door, be invited in and be able to talk to that person 
(or people) about the Lord. Nowadays, if you tried that, you are most likely a Jehovah's Witness 
or Mormon and you aren't received too kindly. 
 
     We live in the era of Facebook, Twitter and emails. Life seems more techno-centric than it 
was 30 years ago. People have come to rely on computers and mobile devices. 
 
     I have found that ministering in this era can be a challenge but you can still accomplish the 
same goal of helping people learn to love and live for God but you have to embrace new meth-
ods. 
 
     Using my account on Facebook I have been able to 
keep up with those that I minister to as well as encourage 
them in their walk with the Lord. On Facebook, I created a 
group on Facebook for our church members who are on 
Facebook to have another place of connection. Click HERE to 
see our church's Facebook Group Page. 
 
     From that group page, I have created special "events" that 
help promote and advertise various activities and sermon se-
ries we have at The Fort. I have also incorporated Twitter into 
this at another level of fostering more communication and connection with our church body 
online. We have a Twitter feed on the home page of our web site that we update to broadcast 
special announcements or updates. 
 
     All of these are tools. Some might argue that it contributes to the increasing isolationist di-
rection of our culture, but I would say that we are building community on many levels. Not 
everyone is online. But many are. 
 
     We want to be a church that embraces all the methods we can to help people become a fully 
devoted follower of Jesus Christ. We want to help people get into the Word of God. 
 
     Recently a woman was publicly executed in North Korea. Her crime? Distributing Bibles. It 
is noteworthy that a book most Americans take for granted and rarely read was worthy of death 
in a far corner of the world. 
 
     Anything I can do to get people more invested in reading the Word of God I will do!  

Mike Demastus ��������	
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Youth Pastor News                                  By Matt Morgan 

     Why is it important to have a personal relationship with Jesus? The answer may 
be surprisingly simple. Romans 14:12 says every one of us shall give account of  
himself to God.  
 

     On judgment day, each one of us will have to answer for our actions and our actions alone. I 
don’t have to answer for you or you for me. It really is that simple. These next four weeks will be 
dedicated to helping our youth understand the concept of purity in their lives. Each one of them 
will be responsible for their own actions in life and I’m praying they will take in this series  
soberly. 
     The things we say, do and think determine who we are in Christ. Matthew 7:20 says Wherefore 
by their fruits ye shall know them. Again, the only person who will have to answer for the fruits 
they bear will be the fruit bearer. 
     So, you see, the most important thing anyone can do in their lives is to have a personal rela-
tionship with Christ. Applying a life of purity is not just for the youth, it’s for all of us because all 
of us will see judgment day.  
 
As always, thank you or your prayers and let’s remember to live this life for God’s glory. 
Live life in Christ… 
………END OF MESSAGE-    

      
 

 

Small Groups                                

Flu Shots                                                                                                   

     Flu shots will be made available here at The Fort on October 29th from noon to 3pm for 
$20.  Friends and family are welcome to come also.  Visiting Nurse Services will be adminis-
tering the shots and all proceeds from Visiting Nurse Services flu clinics are used to support 
local programs for women, children, families and seniors.  See Roxie with any questions. 
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Sunday: (6PM) 
Mike Demastus 

3513 SW 12th Place  
Des Moines, IA 50315  

Phone: 288-1090 
 

Sunday: (6PM) 
Dan Morgan 
1015 Bundy 

Des Moines, IA 50315  
Phone: 287-0927 
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Monday: (7PM) 
Lonnie Hoodjer 

3330 N. Cattail Creek  
Cumming, IA 50061  

Phone: 981-4618 
 

Wednesday: (2PM) 
Harold Fluharty 

244 E. Army Post Road  
Des Moines, IA 50315  

Phone: 285-1254 
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Kingdom Kids Update � � � � � � �������������%��#����&������

Kids (4 years through 5th grade) join Kingdom Kids -- learn to connect to joy by looking at 
David’s life:   

 
God is our source of joy 

Find joy in whom God created us to be  
Find joy in times of trial   
Find joy in being content 

Find joy in being thankful  
Find joy in being kind 

Find joy in walking with God 
Share our joy in the Lord with others 

  
“You have made known to me the path of life:  you will fill me with joy in your presence, with 

eternal pleasures at your right hand.”  Psalm 16:11      

Trunk or Treat/Carnival                                                          
     The 4th Annual Trunk or Treat/Carnival will be held October 28th from 6-8 pm.  We are 

looking for lots of candy, toys to give out at the carnival and volunteers. We specifically need car 
trunks to use during the event.  You can leave your donations in the church office.  See Sarah 

Swackhamer or Jean Janssen with any questions. 

My Favorite Scripture � � �������������������������������������������������� ���������������%��'������������

 
The commandment to honor your father and mother 

means a lot to me at this stage in my life. Growing up 
this is what we were taught at home, since we didn't 
go to church all the time.  There was a bible on the 

table and us kids definitely knew what we should and 
shouldn't do. And I hope to pass this onto my grand-

children, whom I love spending most of my time with! 
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Thoughts from the Elders                                                                                   By Jim Meisch 
                                        Trust in the Lord forever, for the Lord, the Lord, is the Rock eternal (Isaiah 26:4) 
  
     Children enjoy sand in sandboxes,  people of every age enjoy it on beaches.   
  
     One of Jesus’ parables tells the story of a foolish man who built his house upon the sand and 
a wise man who built his house upon the rock.  A popular children’s song says “the rains came 
down and the floods came up and the house on the sand went “splat” -- the 
house on the rock stood firm.”     
  
     Almost no one would build a house on sand; however, we must guard against building our 
life on sinking sand.  We build our life on earthly things like material wealth, power, fame, or 
connections with people of influence.  These things will pass away.  As the psalmist declares in 
Psalm 62.2:  “God alone is my rock…I will never be shaken.”      
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October Birthdays/Anniversaries 
1st   Debbie McMichael 
3rd   Jim Meisch 
4th   Nigel McCuddin 
9th   Tammy Shanks 
11th  Dave Janssen 
         Stephanie Winn 
12th  Mike Sutton 
13th  Austin Tolson 
19th  Terry Heuton 
20th  Alexis Tolson 
          Jack & Ramona Powell 
23rd  Chaz Robinson-McCuddin 
25th  Delaney Pfingsten 
29th  Rachel Hoodjer 
 
 
 

October Events 
6th    Missions Meeting 7:30 pm 
11th  Board Meeting 1:30 pm 
13th  Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm 
         JOY Ladies Meeting 7 pm 
24th  Purity Dinner 6 pm 
28th  Trunk or Treat/Carnival 6 pm 
29th  Flu Shots at The Fort 12-3 pm 
31st   Set clocks back one hour  

Missions Ministry Update                     By MargE DeRuyscher 

From Calderon Mexican Christian Mission:     
     We wish to inform you of a new adventure in our lives.  As of August 1, Gil and Debbie were 
officially named the missionaries for Mexican Missionary Organization. This is the mission, 
based in Queretaro, that was started by Steve Keim. Steve passed away in March of 2007 in an 
accident. A couple who had worked with Steve became the new missionaries at that time, but 
they resigned in April of this year. Mexican Missionary Organization and Calderon Mexican 
Christian Mission have many of the same ministries, goals, and visions for the work in Mexico. If 
you wish to check out more of what Mexican Missionary Organization does, you may go to their 
web site: www.mexmis.com 
     We will still be living in Webb City, MO, but Gil will travel to Mexico for one month and 
then spend one month at home. Gil has been looking for a way to be able to do more in Mexico. 
His job tied him to being in Webb City all but a couple of weeks a year. This is a way for him to 
do the work he loves in Mexico: help the churches. He will be able to do more construction pro-
jects, plus work on preachers' vehicles, fill in preaching at times, and many, many other projects. 
Debbie will continue to do the administrative tasks that she has always done: keeping the finances 
in order, reporting on the work that is being done in Mexico, and preparing promotional materials. 
She has one new added duty: sending money to Mexico to pay the workers that Mexican Mission-
ary Organization supports. We feel that this joint venture by the 2 missions is an excellent fit. 
     What does this mean for Calderon Mexican Christian Mission? For now, it will continue as is. 
The support that you send for CMCM will go for building supplies for churches. Gil will just have 
more time in Mexico to actually work on those projects and to host work groups that want to go 
to Mexico. If this venture works well, there may be changes to Calderon Mexican Christian Mis-
sion in the future. At this time, just know that Gil will be working hard, serving God, and doing 
many of the things that he loves to do and does best.  We ask that you continue your support, so 
that he will have funds to do the construction projects. 
     Please pray for us during this time of adjustment and for all of Gil's travels. We are excited 
to be serving God in new ways, but it will be different spending this much time apart. 
     Thank you for your continued support and especially for your prayers. God bless each of 
you, Gil & Debbie Calderon                                           
    

      Mission of the Month, Rapha House to-date offering total: $384   

Book Look                                                                                               By MargE DeRuyscher 

      
     THE YEAR OF LIVING BIBLICALLY-a most unusual book-funny and 
tragic!  FUNNY for the things the author went through to “Obey” the Bible, 
and TRAGIC because he missed the whole point of God’s Word, and in the 
end was just as LOST as when he begun.  This book is a good way for us to 
weigh our “works” against “faithful, loving service” to our Lord and Savior.       
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Total Income for August:          $   15,349.64 

Total Expenses for August:       $   13,862.90 
 
August Average Attendance:    106          

 Server’s List: 10/4 10/11 10/18 10/25 

9 am Service         

Greeters McMichaels Needs filled Needs filled McMichaels 

Scripture Lori Eggers Lillie Janssen Harold Fluharty Jennie Abel 

Offering Meditation D. Morgan R. McMichael MargE G. Ellwanger 

Communion       
Meditation B. Flaherty K. Rowedder D. Morgan M. Morgan 

Server M. Morgan F. Fluharty M. Morgan B. Flaherty 

Closing Prayer G. Ellwanger H. Fluharty R. McMichael K. Rowedder 

Stewardship Harold/Richard Floyd/George Dan/Kevin Harold/Richard 

11 am Service        

Greeters Saylors Phillips’ Heutons Hoodjers 

Scripture Lori Eggers Lillie Janssen Kyle Phillips Jennie Abel 

Praise Team Lonnie Mike Bob/Band Lonnie 

Offering Meditation J. Meisch D. Hulet K. Phillips M. Demastus 

Communion 

 Meditation M. Morgan L. Hoodjer J. Meisch N. Shanks 

Server L. Dobson R. Hodson R. Malson J. Swackhamer 

Closing Prayer D. Hulet J. Meisch B. Saylor K. Phillips 

Stewardship Jim/Nate Luther/Doren Joe/Lonnie Terry/Kyle 

Children's  Helpers        
Nursery/Toddlers 
11:00am Bev/Ashleigh Kelsey/Rachel Phyllis 

Shannon/
Jonathan 

Junior Church Laura/Ross Matt Cleo/Ashleigh Julie/Jacob 

Other Ministries         

Communion to Sick N. Shanks L. Hoodjer J. Meisch R. McMichael 

Communion Prep Janice Doscher Janice Doscher Janice Doscher Janice Doscher 

Fort Facts 
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Church Happenings                                                                                                   

Long awaited Church van with 
its fresh decals. 

New serving window in the 
kitchen and fellowship hall. 

Recently installed light on the 
utility pole lighting up the swing 
set and church entrance at night. 

Fresh dirt on the west side of 
the building  to help with rain 

run off. 


