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Mike Demastus

| performed a wedding the other day. It wasca ceremony for a neat young couple. But |
didn't perform the wedding ceremony in our churalding. It was held at thEirst Baptist
Churchin Johnston, IA.

- —- The church is pastored hyn Bonney a very nice
man who has served in ministry in lllinois, Indiana
and lowa. He has been at First Baptist in Johnfgton
= approximately five years.

The reason | am blogging about First Bapsist i
because they are a very interesting church. Theg us
to be located downtown in Des Moines, but they
. moved in 2002 to their current location. Their fiagi
q,; is breathtaking.

It has a strain-your-neck-high vaulted wootlirng
which is amazing. The stone walls are gorgeous.optes airy feel of the facility leaves you
feeling like you are in a house of worship.

But here was the odd thing for me...they aserity traditional. In every way they pride
themselves in not being a contemporary congregafibare is a grand piano and a pipe organ
on the stage and behind their baptistry therebisaatiful
wooden cross and above that a fabulous round staine # 0 $
glass window. %

But there is no projection system. The audioup is
only average. There is nothing in the facility thays "2002!
Other than it looks new.

They do currently have a contemporary serthet meets
at the church. | was told by their sound man thet& smalle
gathering and they do not meet in their sanctue/contem
porary service meets out off of the foyer area.

This church of approximately 200 people like tvay they do church. They are proud of
their style and that is who they are. And hear fearty, there is nothing wrong with that.

In fact, too many churches spend their timin &ipsychological disorder always trying to
be the mega-church that they aren't. So it is olagy book, to embrace who it is that you
really are as a church.

But, having said all of that, | do know thatream about wh@he Fortis all the time! | want
us to be different than we are. | believe that veecapable of being so much more. | have
begged God, | have shed tears before the Lordsihwering me what it is to do so that we can
grow as a church. | desire for us to reach as rpaople on the South Side of Des Moines as
we can for Jesus Christ.

| do not desire to uphold traditions. | do desire to build beautiful buildings. | do not de-
sire to have any of that. What | desire is for orage opportunity to preach about Jesus Christ
to another lost man or woman. That is my heart.

| know God's Word is true. | know it can charliyes forever. | desire to see that life change
happen af he Fort One of the only ways it can happen is when oappebegin to invite their
family, friends, neighbors and co-workers with thenthurch. Continued on Page 2
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Mike Demastus Continued

A great opportunity to do that will be ourcgpning Warrior series that starts on September
20th. This will be a sermon series directed atntle®. Far too long men have settled for less than
God's best in their life because they believe deafp spirituality is too feminine. Itisn't. It is
actually brutal and bloody. And we want to show tien in our church that being a man of God
is a call to the heart of a Warrior!

So do your part, invite someone to join yoagBomeone to come. Barter with them. Bribe
them. | don't care but do something. Because psogtiernities are at stake!

Youth Pastor News By Matt Morgan

Well, summer has come to an end, but | ancigatiing a great school year for
the CIA! Here are some pictures of our summer #is/for 2009... Enjoy!
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As always, thank you for your prayers and let'seerher to live this life
for God’s glory.
Live life in Christ...




My Favorite Scripture ()

My favorite scripture is Matt. 6:26. All thrgh life
we are dealt with things that are out of our cdntro
and if we try to deal with these on our own, wel wil
continuously fail, yet God will not let the bird§ the
air go hungry, and how much more do we mean to
Him than the birds or the flowers.

Matthew 6:26
Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or
reap or store away in barns, and yet your
heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much
more valuable than they?
NIV

Wedding
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U% H On August 15th, Stephanie Carter and Wesley
I | Randles were married by Mike. Stephanie is the
ﬂ° H daughter of Russ and Ginny Carter. Congratulations
ﬂ% %) Stephanie and Wesley!
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Upcoming Purity Seriesfor the Youth By Matt Morgan
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The Fort Des Moines Church of Christ wanterioourage you to bring your middle and high
school youth for a very special event. Starting Wasdlay, September 23he Fort will begin
teaching a four week video course on purity toGh& youth group. This course is designed to
focus on four areas...

...Purity in Definition, Purity in Thought, Purity iDress and Purity in Life.

At the end of the course, a special ceremutiyoe held on October 24to recognize and
honor all participating youth. A formal dinner wile served by the elders and other adult volun-
teers complete with music and concluding with dtpuing to commemorate this special event.

Here’s what you need to know...

This will be a serious study on different are& purity with an intentional focus on sexual
purity.

All youth are encouraged to go through therseubut all do
not have to participate in the ceremony if they'taant to.

If you have any questions concerning this seur would like
to volunteer to help in any way, please contacttMdike or
Shannon.

We look forward to seeing you there...



September Birthdays/Anniversaries September Events

5th  Tanya Dobson 7th LABOR DAY

7th  Delanie Sutton 8th Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm

9th  Mary Rowedder 9th Kingdom Kids & CIA resumes 6 pm
Tammy Yetter 12th Arlyn & Celeste’s Birthday Party 2 pm

10th Celeste Hodson 13th Board Meeting 1:30 pm

11th Robert Hildebrand 15th JOY Ladies Salad Supper 6:30 pm

13th Arlyn Hodson 29th Purity Celebration Ceremony Meeting 7 pm

Tyler Robinson- McCuddin
16th LeAnn Peterson
18th Roy & Celeste Hodson
21st Sarah Swackhamer
23rd Corey & Sheila Null
24th  Richard lvis
26th George & Rose Ellwanger
27th  Miles Peterson

Russ Carter

Larry & Tanya Dobson
30th Ginny Carter

Missions Ministry Update By MagE DeRuyscher
Adrian and Lulu Sanchez'gsit was a wonderful renewing of ties with théise young Chris-
tians. $586 was given to help their work in Soumhdexico; we hope to hear from them often.

Shiloh Christian Children’s Ranetas able to buy a new tractor and has hopes ahfule
extra equipment to help in more efficient use @ thainstay of the farm work. Our part in this
support of the Children’s Ranch campaign was $770.

September’s Mission of the month is Rapha ldod$e building housing Rapha House'’s Vo-
cational Training Program is up for sale, and Ragbase has until November to raise the price
that is being demanded-$210,000. At the end of 347,000 had been raised. If the asked price
is not raised, the Vocational Training Program Wwélforced to vacate and find another location
disrupting this valuable facit of the Lord’s workibhg done by Rapha House. Please help in this
important emergency. Rapha House will be our Sapés Mission of the Month.

Borne Again Ministrieseports that HIN1 flu was rampant in Mexico arat $pring trip ses-
sion of work and preaching has been postponedybrk on the Good Samaritan Home
(orphanage) is almost ready to “open for busine¥g€e hope to have an in person report from
Mr. Borne this winter.

It was a joy to see and hear first hand frdack and Graddo hear of their work in the mid-
east. $716 was given to further their work as AtguMission of the Month.

Kingdom Kid Update By Cleo Meisch

Book Look By MargE DeRuyscher

Looking for something not particularly spiadybut wholesome and relax-
ing to read, | explored our “Secular Reading“ smttand found a jewel in
James Herriot's, Every Living ThingThe last of his famous All Creatures
Great and Smaberies, it is low key and filled with the joy ofiing. The
good times and not so good times are fondly remeacbim short pieces-just
right for coffee break reading, or for decompregsifter a busy day. | must
warn that, like salted peanuts, it's hard to stit@raeading just one vignette.




Greeters Needs filled McMichaels Needs filled Needs filled
Scripture Jennie Abel Julie Bantz  [Jacob Demastus| Noel Heinsohn
Offering Meditation B. Flaherty D. Morgan K. Rowedder M. Morgan
Communion

Meditation K. Rowedder | R. McMichael Ramona G. Ellwanger
Server M. Morgan F. Fluharty M. Morgan B. Flaherty
Closing Prayer G. Ellwanger H. Fluharty R. McMichael D. Morgan
Stewardshii Dan/Kevin Harold/Richard | Floyd/George Dan/Kevin
Greeters Saylors Powells Heutons Hoodjers
Scripture Jennie Abel Julie Bantz  |Jacob Demastus| Noel Heinsohn
Praise Team Bob Lonnie Mike/Band Bob
Offering Meditation M. Morgan N. Shanks L. Hoodjer K. Phillips
Communion

Meditation M. Demastus J. Meisch D. Janssen D. Hulet
Server L. Dobson R. Hodson R. Malson J. Swackhamer
Closing Prayer K. Phillips L. Hoodjer J. Meisch B. Saylor
Stewardship Jim/Nate Luther/Joe Doren/Lonnie Terry/Kyle
Nursery/Toddlers Shannon/

11:00am Jonathan Lelanie/Austin Sarah Melissa
Junior Church Matt Cleo/Ashleigh Julie/Jacob | Jennifer/Charity
Communion to Sick | G. Ellwanger L. Abel K. Phillips K. Rowedder
Communion Prep Hoodjers Hoodjers Hoodjers Hoodjers
Fort Facts

Total Income for July: $ 12,593.31

Total Expenses for July: $ 13,371.45

July Average Attendance:

104




Thoughts from the Elders By Kyle Phillips

I've never been the type of person who youhinigll the “life of the party.” In fact, I'm
really more of a “home body” than a “party animal&s a Christian, that's probably a good
thing.

But then again, maybe it's not. How can | easthers if I'm at home? How can | be the “salt
and light” of the earth if I'm at home? How camteurage my brothers and sisters in Christ if
I'm at home?

In the very first book of the Bible, God satyis “not good” for man to be alone (Gen
2:18). When God says something is “not good” thaght to get your attention! We need to be
with people!

| bring this up because it is the time of y@hen the Fort will kick off our small groups. If
you're not currently participating in a small grolld encourage you to consider starting this
year. I've listed some of the reasons | believellggnaups are important to our spiritual growth.

Connecting— The small group experience is a time when youreally get to know people
and build authentic, meaningful relationships.jit& not possible to get to know someone
when you only talk for a few minutes on Sunday nmagn

Sharing your burdens— Life can be tough, and small group is a time meu can share
life's burdens with brothers and sisters in Chriébu may find someone who is struggling
through some of the same problems you are. Tdos,draws us nearer to one another as we
share life's struggles.

Encouraging one another We can be encouraged and challenged by out gnoalp
peers. When you're feeling down, small group ctnglch time for you to receive positive en-
couragement. Even better, you may be able topifsameone else who needs encouragement.

Accountability — If you're struggling with a particular sin anolwre fed up with being a
slave to it, your small group peers are a greatues for you. Bringing sin into the light will
help you to overcome it and your small group cdp held you accountable.

Discipleship— Small groups are a great way to learn more aheuChristian faith through
DVD studies and instructor-led training.

The bottom line is this. All of these thinganchelp you to become more Christ-like. We
should celebrate everything that leads to a lifeenfiocused on Jesus.

If you're interested in being a part of a drgedup, please contact one of the group leaders
listed below.

SMALL GROUP LIST

Sunday: (6PM) Monday: (7PM)
Mike Demastus Lonnie Hoodjer
3513 SW 12th Place 3330 N. Cattail Creek
Des Moines, IA 50315 Cumming, IA 50061
Phone: 2884090 Phone: 981-4618
Sunday: (6PM) Wednesday: (2PM)
Dan Morgan Harold Fluharty
1015 Bundy 244 E. Army Post Road
Des Moines, IA 50315 Des Moines, IA 50315
Phone: 287-0927 Phone: 285-1254

JOY Ladies By Lori Eggers

The JOY Ladies are going to be providing a meattierFreedom for Youth again on Sep-
tember 22nd. If two or three people could provieéép to prepare food and/or serve the meal
please contact either Lori Eggers, Jennie AbeljeRidslet, or Patty McMichael. The meal will
be served approximately at 5:15; preparation velelrlier in the afternoon on the 22nd. Any
questions at all see one of the women listed.

The long awaited, much anticipated JOY Ladies SSlggper will be Tuesday, September
15th, 6:30 pm — at the church. This rescheduleshiefrom June is going to be a fun way to
kick off our discussion of fall/winter activities@und the church. Come enjoy the fellowship
with ladies from the congregation — all women asdoeme! Please bring a salad to share, bev-
erages and dessert will be provided.



