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Where is the bachelor's wife?

We have a young boy that has been comingtoveur home recently wanting to hang out
with my youngest son, Jacob. This young boy comas f troubled background and is several
years younger than Jacob. So it is kind of a cfamrdacob to hang out with him. But he does,
honestly, because he feels pity for him.

One of the days he was over at our home, keda®e a question as we were outside shoot-
ing some hoops in the driveway. He asked me tmewkng that | am a pastor), "Who made
God?"

That isn't a new question. So many young chilchave
asked it. And honestly, it is one we need to beared to

answer (1 Peter 3:15
So who did make God?
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The answer is no one did. He was not madéhddealways existed. Only
things that had a beginning - like the world neadaker. God had no beginnin
so God did not need to be made.

For those of us a little older, a little ma@n be said. Traditionally, most
atheists who deny the existence of God believetttgtniverse was not made
was just "there" forever. They appeal to the fmst of thermodynamics for support: "Energy
can neither be created nor destroyed," they insist.

Well, if that is so, then that is not sciengkat's philosophy. Science is based on observa-
tion, and there is no observational evidence thatstipport the dogmatic "can" and "cannot"
implicit in this statement. It should read, "{As fas we have observed,} the amount of actual
energy in the universe remains constant."

That is, no one has observed any actual nenggreither coming into existence or going
out of existence. Once the first law is understpamperly, it says nothing about the universe
being eternal or having no beginning. As far asfitls¢ law is concerned, energy may or may
not have been created. It simply asserts thatafg@nwas created, then as far as we can tell, the
actual amount of energy that was created has resa@ionstant since.

If the universe is not eternal, it needs ssea®n the other hand, if it has no beginning, it
does not need a cause of its beginning. Likewfsegbd exists who has no beginning, it is
absurd to ask, "Who made God?" It is a categoryakésto ask, "Who made the unmade?" or
"Who created the Uncreated?"

It is the same as asking, "Where is the baclselvife?"

(For support on this, | consulted the works of Nam@Geisler and Josh McDowell.)
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For the simple purpose of survival especialltimes of economic trou-
* bles, | think we can all agree how important itoisiave the necessities. But

what are the necessities? Video games, DVDs, leare??
As important as those things may sound, teyat necessary. | think it
boils down to three things and they are FOOD, CLONGiand SHETER...
would you agree?

Without these three things, the entire hunzee would eventually die. This is where each
of us come into play.

The body of believers (the church) is resgmador providing these three necessities to all
who are in need... including us. Not only do somerches provide physical food like a food
pantry, but we provide a spiritual food as well.

Joh 6:511 amtheliving breadwhich came dowifrom heavenif any mareatof thisbread he
shalllive forever:andthe breadthat! will giveis my flesh,which| will give for thelife of
theworld.

The church provides the clothing of God’s wordkéep us protected from the elements of

this fallen world.

Psa 25:8500d and upright the LORD: therefore will he teach sinners in theyw

Psa 25:9The meek will he guide in judgment: and the meékhe teach his way.

Psa 25:1QAll the paths of the LORRre mercy and truth unto such as keep his covenant and
his testimonies.

And the church provides shelter when timegaugh.

Isa 25:4For thou hast been a strength to the poor, agitign the needy in his distress, a

refuge from the storm, a shadow from the heat, wherblast of

the terrible ones as a stormagainstthe wall.

Whatever we give to the church monetarily loygically is used
to provide the necessities. If | don’t invest imdofor my kitchen or
clothes for my back, | will start to go hungry atigprepared for the
weather outside.

And if | don’t invest in the house where |tdbere will be no
place for me to seek shelter or to invite otheptage to come.

As always, thank you for your prayers and let'seerher to live

this life for God’s glory.

Live life in Christ...
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This came my way through an email:

A holy man was having a conversation with @oé day and said, 'God, | would like to
know what Heaven and Hell are like.” God led théyhnan to two doors.

He opened one of the doors and the holy makeld in. n the middle of the room was a
large round table. In the middle of the table waarge pot of stew, which smelled delicious
and made the holy man's mouth water. The peoplaground the table were thin and
sickly. They appeared to be famished. They werdihglspoons with very long handles that
were strapped to their arms and each found it isiptesto reach into the pot of stew and take
a spoonful. But because the handle was longerttiginarms, they could not get the spoons
back into their mouths. The holy man shudderethatsight of their misery and suffering.
God said, “You have seen Hell.”

They went to the next room and opened the,dberas exactly the same as the first one.
There was the large round table with the largegbatew which made the holy man's mouth
water. The people were equipped with the same lamg#led spoons, but here the people
were well nourished and plump, laughing and talkifige holy man said, 'l don't under-
stand.™It is simple,” said God. “It requires buteoskill. You see they have learned to feed
each other, while the greedy think only of themeslv

"Romans 12:10, “Be devoted to one anotheratherly love. Honor one another above
yourselves.” (NIV)



August Birthdays/Anniversaries

Auqust Events

5th Jim & Cleo Meisch
9th Emma Janssen
13th Bev Heuton

16th Charity Hodson

4th Missions Meeting 7:30 pm

8th CIA Backyard Bash 6 pm

9th Board Meeting 1:30 pm

11th Elders/Deacons Meeting 6 pm

18th Kelli Sutton

Bruce & LeAnn Peterson
19th Joyce Watson

Lori Eggers

Doug & Sue Keller
20th Jack Powell

Michelle McCuddin

Ben & Tammy Yetter
21st Clyde & Joyce Watson
28th Logan Ligas
29th Danny & Cathy Selsor
30 Harold Fluharty

Jennifer Hoodjer

Marlys Hassel

Rachael Allen

MacKailey (Mac) (Left photo) an

Madison (Maddy) (Right photo)
Yetter were baptized by Mike

during a private family gathering

Sunday, July 12th. Ben and Tami
Yetter are Mac and Maddy’s

parents. Congratulations Mac a

Maddy!
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Late last month a two pound box of used stampsseasto Turkish World Outreach to help
buy Turkish Language Bibles. Two pounds is a fattamps! Thanks to Sonja Morgan for clip-
ping the excess paper around them, and to all ofadtinful stamp contributors!

It was good to see and hear the young foltk® fMexico, and to realize that Fort Des Moines
Church had a part in their training to serve Chaisd in August we will have the opportunity to
hear in person from, “Jack and Grace”, the youngnT &xpansion missionary trainees who have
finished their language training in Arabic and arefurlough in the U.S. before they start their
new phase of work in the mid-East-which is helpésgablish a Christian school in the vicinity of
their language training. For security reasonsgttat location cannot be given at this time.

Thanks to the open hearts of the people a¢ ‘Hdrt” $775 was sent to Shiloh Christian Chil-
dren’s Ranch to help in the purchase of a muchetwtedw tractor, and $505 was sent to the One
Prayer group to help in worldwide church plantimgl &vangelism.

From IDES newsletter: One of the five main areas that IDES worksiBevelopment Pro-

jects, which includes animal projects like chickansl cows for struggling families. A mission-
ary from Haiti wrote to tell us about a little basho received an IDES chicken. “He is 3 and %2
years old, every single day he feeds his chickeial can give a little boy his very own chicken
and can participate in many other Development Btgjiarough our Gift Catalog. You can buy a
baby chicken through IDES for only $0.75. Checkaur gift catalog on our website

www.ides.org.
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Greeters McMichaels Needs filled Needs filled McMichaels
Scripture Lori Eggers Lillie Janssen |Harold Fluharty| Betty Wells
Offering Meditation Ramona R. McMichael | K. Rowedder | G. Ellwanger
Communion
Meditation B. Flaherty G. Ellwanger M. Morgan D. Morgan
Server F. Fluharty M. Morgan B. Flaherty M. Morgan
Closing Prayer G. Ellwanger D. Morgan R. McMichael | H. Fluharty
Stewardship Harold/Richard | Floyd/George Dan/Kevin |Harold/Richard
Greeters Phillips’ Saylors Powells Heutons
Scripture Lori Eggers Lillie Janssen | Doren Hulet Betty Wells
Praise Team Mike Bob Lonnie/Band Mike
Offering Meditation L. Hoodjer M. Demastus J. Meisch L. Hoodjer
Communion
Meditation N. Shanks M. Morgan K. Phillips D. Hulet
Server L. Dobson T. Heuton R. Malson R. Hodson
Closing Prayer J. Meisch B. Saylor L. Hoodjer K. Phillips
Stewardshii Doren/Kyle Jim/Nate Luther/Terry Lonnie/Joe
Nursery/Toddlers
11:00am Melissa Carmelita Bev Kelsey/Rachel
Junior Church Matt Cleo Julie/Jacob Laura/Ross
Communion to Sick N. Shanks L. Hoodjer J. Meisch R. McMichael
Communion Prep Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells Betty Wells
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W/ho of you by wortying:
Sewden
canadd a single hour to his life’g

Matthew 6:27 (NIV)
J
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The other day the “check engine” light caméron
my car and | got a little worried. If my car break
down, I’'m going to be in big trouble. How will keg
to work, and school?

Actually my car is just one of the many t/sn
that | worry about. | worry about work, school,
money, and the health and happiness of my family
and friends. | would probably worry if there wasn’
anything to worry about.

So whenever | feel overwhelmed, | think of afie
my favorite scripturedyiatthew 6:27 “Who of you
by worrying can add a single hour to his life?
When | read it, it reminds me that worrying is @gein
less because God has a plan for my life, and heslov

me and will make sure that | have everything that
need.
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Mike will begin preaching a Sermon Serieltech
Satan’s Sex Edn August 2nd. During this sermon
series there may be issues discussed that you atay n
want your children exposed to. Please know we have
a nursery and a Junior Church for children ages 4
through 5th grade during worship service.
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Greeters Needs filled
Scripture Kyle Phillips
Offering Meditation | R. McMichael
Communion
Meditation MargE
Server D. Morgan
Closing Prayer K. Rowedder
Stewardship Floyd/George
Greeters Youth
Scripture Youth
Praise Team Youth
Offering Meditation Youth
Communion
Meditation Youth
Server Youth
Closing Prayer Youth
Stewardship Doren/Kyle
Nursery/Toddlers Phyllis
Junior Church Jennifer/Charity
Communion to Sick D. Morgan
Communion Prep Betty Wells

Looking for a mid-summer afternoon’s or eveyninteresting read,
| found “My Glimpse of Eternityyhad fallen out of its place on the

bookshelf, and since it was a small book, | decibesee what Betty
Malz had to say about life after death. Insteadesisationalism | found
her story to be an easy read, but thought-provoasiy dealt with (1)
how easy it is for serious Christians to fall imaterialism (2) how the
Lord answers prayer in many ways, especially inswag don’'t expect
(3) how to behave in a sick room or hospital roord é4) death is not to

be feared by the Lord’s children.




